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OFFICE UElDRAlfmnt - TATFS QOfmm 


TO t The Director 


DATS* July 22, 19h7 


mem t D. k. Ladd { N? 

r- . i 

SOBJECTj EmOTEES DISMISvSFJ) BI THE STATE DJ^PARTMENT 



Iieferenoa la aads to the attaohed loemorandam from Mr, Saaae to 
you dated July 21, 19li7, uliloh advlaed that the Attorney General’s Ofi'ioe 
inquired as to irfaather so had fuml^ed a men^andum to the State 
Dapartinent on the baokground of oert^nijidf^duala dismlased hy the 
State Departaant as foUovrat Woodj^lM^Borali, Irving Goldinan, Hannah S. 

Goldman, Alexu^er Lesser, Haro]|Nlg^^rg, and Florence Levy. The Attorney 
General has Indioated that Ihe aver» the r>ureau had fumlshed the State 
Department with anything concerning thme people that he laould like to see it 
and if vs had not furnished baokiground information oonoeming them to the 
State Departnmt, he mould like to have vtiatever information we Iiave in our 
files oonoeming them* 

A revLew of the Bureau's files reflects that a suifflaary of information 
on T?oodrow W, Borah was furnished to the State Department on 7, 19li7* A 
aummary on Florence Lsty, was fumiahed to the State Department on May 8, 19147* 
Irving Goldman, Hannah S« Celiwan, and Alexander Lesser were mentioned in a '' 

summary memorai^ini fumiahed to the State Department on July 8, 19h6, regarding 
Uaurloe Halperln, a subject in the Gregory case who was a former eiq>loyee of OSS 
and the State Departaamt* The Goldmans and Lesser were all employed in the same 
Division with Halperln, 

With respeot io Weisberg, it ia known that investigation in the Gregory ^ ; 
case has reflected that he was a fellow employee of Itaurloe Halperln* The X 

Bureau's files fail to mfleot that any information on Harold Weiaberg has been N' 
fumiahed to the State Department. 



Pursuant to the Attoznoy General's request, a reviefw ia being made of ; 
ths Bureau's files for all Information on Irving Goldman, Hannaih S* Goldman, 
Alexander Lesser, arkl Harold Weisberg* This Information and aumoariea on Borah .1 ' 
and Levy wM^ were sent to the State Department, will be made available to the 
Attorney General* 

For your additional information, Caudle of the Criminal Division t 
and Mr* Douglas W. McGregor of ths Department, by letters dated July 9, 19i]7, v. 

and July 17, I 9 I 47 , reepeotlvely, have requested summaries on a total of eleven 
individuals, Inoludlng those mentioned above, who were dismiaeed by the State 
Depairtmsnt imder the MoCarran Rider and these will be fumiahed to the Department 
in the i&BQsdiate future* 
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UNITED 


TO ■••The Director, Federal Biireau of Investigation date: Jvily 9, 


SUBJECT: 

-lC 


Theron L* Caudle, Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 

BITERflAl SECURin 


TLC:R: 

146•*‘2^ 



Reference is made to the articles in the public pre^ 
regarding the recent discharge of ten employees of t he State 
Department for reported disloyalty. ^ i 

It will be gr eatly appreciated if ypu will make , : 
available ~to this~~DiYisioh alT^'^^ files not ^ 


avaixapxe lo cnxs uxvision axi mteri ais ,m.yQx^ 
previously furnis hed regarding th^e individuals. To facilitate 
aoittlfllstrative handling, it will be further appreciated if yo|i 
will furnish this material under separate transmittal memorandtp 
as to ea ch empl(^ee, ’ <.£l' 
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SLX FBI IMFOSMailOH CONTMSrED 

DATE 0*3-20-2005 BY 602 SO MIC BCE/MLtU/STW 


OmCE MEIIORANDDM - UNITED STATES OOVERNMEKT 

TO I Mr. Hoover, Olrootor, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
FROM I Douglas V. McGregor, The Assistant 
to tho Attorney Qenerid 
SUBJBOTt Departaent of State eio^loyees 


DATE* July 17, 19ii7 


//// 




n y /' 


.4^ 


Attaohsd is 0017 * letter from the Departiaent 

of State dated July 11, in tdiioh are listed the naoss of the 
eleven enployses recently terainated under the provisions of 
the MoCarran Rider. I would like to know if there are any 
possible oriainal proseoutlons indloated in oonneotlon with 
these individuals. 


\ V 


i 

rs. 


j 


1 












F B 1 1 
71 13 1947 


a? 

Kf 

§ 

i-J 


B ^Hjaa DESTBOYEl B Lj a^ ' 
>n47a left 




&L:L FBI INFORMRTIOM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS xjNCLASi^f^^^^""***”- ■" 
DATE 04-20-2005 




BCE/MLT/STW 


Attg^t 5, 19j*7 

■ V /> ' v / '^ 


to. th« ywKr 1988 iter«ld Wilabyrg me «<nui»«t«d with th« Ccouitt** oo. 

' x Mttoatloa tsid lAtwr* tteittd 8t«t«i 8«aAt«« Mid Mit la Wueloo, I«atu«lqr* duriag 
[ V) th$ trial of Hiitod Statoo rortot Moiy Holtn Coal Oorvoratloa, ot al • Cioil 
^ Ril^to aad Soaootlo tloloaoo* (44-175-348) 

to lioroh, 1IM0* ohott BMold WoioboiK oao iatonrioood in aojonootioii 
_ with oa «tfioial laoootl|pttl«ii« ho ftatod that ho oat t^MdVOd hgr tho Laftllotto 
aJ Civil Lihortioo CoMlttoo aatil ^Nzio» 1989* aad thoroaftor did tfooial rotoaroh 
oork for tho Biot Otmlttoo* (61-7587-624) y 

In Moft 194$^ a rollahlo touroo otatod tl»t Barold lOithorg oat tho 
Haohiagtoa oorrooRoadoet of tdio meatlao *l¥iday'* piihllohod la Xoir York City* 

: \ Bo oat tho author of aa artlolo la tho toooad ioauo of Idilt aagasiao iihieh 

\J) attaokad tho than Moiotaat Soorotary of 9tato* Adolf A. Borlo, dr. (65-2839-14) 

tho fohruaryn 1941« Itouo of tho "Oliok” aagaalao* pago throo. 
oontalaod an artlolo oatltlod "Hltlor*a Foot Soldior** doaliag with a Ctooho* 
tlotakiaa ohoo aaaafhoturor a«Mid dan Bata. Tho author of this iirtlelo oat 
I y ; Barold loitb«rgt oho aootHrdtas to a rollahlo toaroo of iaforsatioa* oat on tho 
I / itaff of i^o lafollotto Civil IdhortiM Ofalttoo at oiltor of tho ^OBlttooU 
publitatiM.t« thia toaroo otatod that in 1988 aad 1987 ho know Btitborg and / 
tho Inforoant oat of the oplnitn that Btitborg oat at loatt a Cotntmitt 
ayapathiaorf but prMwbly oM alotor tdiaa that to tho Far^» 

( 61-7566-2197 ), 

to Ihbroary 18. 19Ul» Daold Beloit liayiio. tho Bathingtoa Roprotmtatlvo 
of tho "Silver Ihirt Iioglon of AntriMi.” oat ooaviotod on a ^i^o of forgery 
aad uttering and obtainlag aoaoy uador faiao protoMoo. Hayao aonoolvad the idaa 
/; of aolliag forged oorroopondtnoo roportod to ho olgnod hy miliaa Dudley Polloy 
S ; uhioh would iaplioato noibort of tho Diet Otoadttoo in a plan uhoroly the Silver 
'' Shirto oottld not bo invaatigatod ly tdio Diet O f al ttoo. Bayne ondoavorod to ooll 
auoh oorroopondonoo to Barold Btitborg and Cardnor daokton* who had beta very 
aotivo In tfpoting aotivitiot of tho Diet Oonnit^. 

(61-7507-89X page 15 and 01 - 0950 -21) 

Ih Doooa^r* 194*. and Ootobor, 1948* one Harold Woiaborg was oonnootod 

1 with tho offlooa of CmgrofiBum Vito Maroantonio. Zt la not known if thla 
individual ia idantloal with tho tubjoot of thla Boaorandun. (65-34543-31) 

In Muroh. 1946, Barold Btitbhrg waa f plcyod ia tho Boooaroh and 
Analyaia Braaoh. Intin JHorloan Divlaion. Off loo of Stratogio Servloot. later 
7 'i known as tho Dlvtaion of tho Aiaorioan Bopublioa. State Dopartaont. Tho rooerdo 

i- i j of the 'State Sopartaaont refloat that Baioborg wao bom in Poanaylvania m. April 

W; S. 191S* Highly oonfldontial seurooa have adviood that Woiaborg. uhile to 

I ofleyod. waa a nutwal friend of hit follow eaiployooa. Xaurleo Balporln aad 
Baedrow Wilaon Borah, both of ahf are known to have Conenaiat aympathiaa. 

r&: Barold Woiaborg waa diaehargod twoo ^o Stata Oopartnaat f duns 88. 

oun n-lSdr? . under tlw proviaions of tho HeOarran rider to the State Detartmont* a 
S giiiAppr oprlatlotta Bill. (62-39749-913) 


Penningto n PL«T S©h imd 

Quinn Tam m ^ lluu 

e« Roo m (( ' 

cc - Ladd 
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It "ii nrmt\frTtBiiiij “1m tot >|ii iiHwtfimfli^iititfnr -iru 
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tottd 4prtl ZI9 

sLPOi^ f«IPMOto ^ l]iA»ootoan to too tooptoto fSlot m- toooo to* 
diTi4itoto dL«KL«««l to too leltito K op o gtow t topo toto noBioot ftoo 
AOtonof Qmmml fbmm U too&o ooi too to a to to to to too totoonar toootoU 
soogloo IS. to o^goadB o dototf JOIjr «ia «Bilr 1^7» 3Sill» oo^to^Mto* 

Tto oagr toorpitoo toPUro to li^toa Vbm. tooo too aitootod ootooWL to to yoOr 
p o w o aiio a aod o<^Uo of toto Xotoor ovo totog tfooIgBi^oA to Sr. totoi^eo mad 
Or* tolso too boa eaoootoid H** tosaHo* 
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Office of Director 
, federal bureau of investigation 
UMTEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

August 2y, 1947 


It will be recalled that 
L'iss O'Donnell in the Attorney 
General's Of j ice has called 
several times within the past 
few weeks concerning a memorandu 
we sent to the Attorney General 
under date of August 5th setting 
forth background information on 
several individuals dismissed by 
the State Department for disloya 
activities, indicating that she 
has been unable to locate a copy 
of this memorandum in the Depart 
ment , I have furnished L't s 
O'Donnell with the exact date and 
memorandum loas sent to her, etc., 
out that copies were also sent to 
McGregor./^ " ^ 


Mr. 

To Ison 

Mr. 

K. A. Tamni_ 

Mr. 

Cl c K K 

Mr. 

G 1 a V i n 

Mr. 

Ladd 

Mr. 

Nichols 

Mr . 

Rosen 

Mr . 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Esan 

Mr. 

Gurne a 


Ha r bo 

Mr. 

Jones 

Mr. 

Mohr 

Mr. 

Pennington 

2^6 1 

e. Room 

Mr. 

Nease 

Mis 

s Holmes 

JAiB 

8 Gandy 


time the 
pointing 
Quinn and 


today to 
i mp ossibl ef 


Miss O'Donnell called again 
advise that it has been utterly 
for her to find a copy of this memorandum 
in which the Attorney General is Vidaly*^T9^Ky 
int erested, that she actually had found two 
copies of the cover memo in McGregor's 
office but without the enclosures. She 
asked that we please furnish her with a 
duplicat e copy or a photostat of the same. 
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O - to yw tlMT* is atiWslisd hsrsto s copy of 

IJIIIf'Ifj? ^ ^ 1947, with snelosorws, ooncsralng Indl- 

DtoM^*nt on Ans 23 S 30, 1947, 


Attsshants 

j:Lv jnia6 






t 





'■fi\y 


\ 


yiBTiiiwir ta» U^y? 



X 


X, 





fH« filit m till* iaM^9i&mA. wm xvitimii «y Wm !>%*%« M» 
fttiiMMoAft m Wm m kmt %$§ ^7# UUm it «»• ^xAmpiiidmi, 4Nkt 

D tt inlw i r S« ISliiy tlM» INttA* Ik^^N^twia^ Mtti te iNb* f »r « 

Hni >rtb 3 #iijfc'Ni^ 'iMHi# 

IMa wm&smiiA. Wkm lif tiitt fliiiTitiii vitil ly^ iid^iyykiMU 

’Wl y ^ &Kk BMWritaNf || ^j | lyjjlftj IflfWII^ Htfl MMI %H 

^ StM» at|>iriM(it|| «IllMaai^ IlMi yw ii mi ^ •ictitliftei Mdllmt 
mi m ^mmm tieimA mA maAmt gmmam MmMMM m mliiNi $& 
oMd* UMimi tf mmti i i tim «t»t amr 

It 

fBi|Miirt^ Uni I hi f it Pii i^ ii t^w liB ffiHiF % li)Efi % ^ iyiidi.#lM^MN^ |ji #tni§« 

$U^ IMUiiMHi «ft <yif m 26^ 

ittl^ wbMH imm i4|^ ^ ihi^|««I^ 

^vitflMiMirf' HK^nPiMi mmIi mi ^ . | yi|m|g%|, jjjB'Mi iif 

jNilim A^mx^mA Am0m§ mAm «f Mm jn$mlm§ m mH m Hm Qm^ 
ml.ttiii m mmftfftiMui j^rttirttiiiii- mm t i m a w d U it 'wm aJUitt os^ImI tmt 
m Ifiii l&t m» $mm a^fmNmnl yimw t « miX mtmr m Stiyl)i«rs» 
fyyp miNMtft wm ai.tiiml'lmiti m Smm t§ %M7* 


RSRmJp 


ltr« Toleon 

llr. £. A« Tsj^ 

Mr. Clegg I 

Ur. Olavln 

Mr, Ud d 
Mr. Nichols " 

Ur. Rose n 
Ur, Trac y _ 

Mf. Ega n 

Mr, Giurnea 

Ur. Harbo 
Ur. Uohr — 
Ur. Pennington 
Ur. Quinn Taoiif 
Tele, Roo m 
Ur, Neaae 
11188 Gand y 


/')**' " 'V\“ 





■J* 





V ¥ 

Order Allows 


7 to Resign 

Position Reversed 
To Avoid Any 
Possible Injusjtice, 

It Is Explained 

By Dillard Stokes 

Pozt Reporter 

The State Department last night 
backed down on the firing with- 
out a trial of seven aides whose 
loyalty was said to be in question. 

Now the seven are free to quit 
their jobs with nothihg in the rec- 
‘ ord against them — which is what 
they have* been fighting for since 
July. 

A department statement said th^ 
w^as allowed to avoid any possibt 
injustice to the seven, and pronf 
ised to see ihat from now on thos 
who may be accused get the rigS 
to appeal to the Loyalty Review 
Board. 

The statement also explained 
that “inasmuch as the only remedy 
presenUy available to them (that of 
obtaining clearance for employ- 
ment elsewhere in the Federal 
Government) is not effective be- 
cause they do not intend to seek 
such employment, the department 
h^s concluded that in order to 
avoid a possible injustice to them, 
they should be permitted to re- 
sign without prejudice.” 

Outline of Case i 

The department began “loyalty” 
sifts of its staff last summer, and 

! in July fired 10 record clerks and I 
radio editors. A week later, Secre- 
tary of State Marshall said theiel 
was evidence some of the 10 h^| 
indirect contacts with forei£i 
agents. ^ 


Upon review, three of those fired 
were allowed to resign, but on thd 
other seven the department stood 
PfU refusing to let them quit, td 
give them a trial or to tell them 
what they were charged with. 

The seven said the department 
was giving them a bad name among 
those who might have hired them, 
peir lawyers, Thurman Arnold, 
^rmer justice of the United States 
0>urt of Appeals here, former In- 
terior Undersecretary Abe Fortas 
and former OPA Administrator 
-Pajul Porter, claimed the .depart- 
ment was telling people it had a 
reasonable doubt that the seve' 
were good security risks. 

Change in Marshall Stand 

Week before last. Secretary 
Marshall stood pat on the firings, 
saying the men could not be given 
hearings because they could not 
be told what they were charged 
with. They could not be told he 
said, because the evidence was 
aecret, and the secret was that of 
some other Government agency, 

TTie next statement bearing on 
the case came from President Tru- 
man. who said last Saturday that 
be meant the civil rights of Gov- 
.emment workers to be respecte' 
puring the “loyalty” sifts. 

The State Department’s abou 
jface yesterday was seen as a r 
^ult of Mr. Truman s statement. 
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ST7?KiPARO FORM NO. 64 


l I lll ll l^M BY' 60 


Offi^M.em^ndum • united 


TO : DIPvECTOR, FBI 


•• SAC, WFO (105-0) 


SUBJECT: IIAROLD IVEISBERG 
IS - R 


ES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 11/2/59 


|was in 

contact on this date with a Mr. HAKOLU WElSBEKli tph) , who 
described himself as a chicken farmer in Montgomery County, 
Maryland. The informant said that WEISBERG invited 

members of| ^ | party to visit his farm. 

WEISBERG, ac cording to the in formant, sent an invitation, 
also, to the | | in writing. 

1 told the informant that he advised 
WEISBERG he himself would be interested in such an 
invitation and would contact ^VEISBERG sometime in the 
future. 

On 10/1 9/5 9 . r koldl ] he was 

again in contact wi th WEISBERG at 

Isaid he attempieu to arfaiiue an 




farm. | |told the informant 1 
busy to see tnem now, but suggestec 
at the end of the month. 


Jto visit ^YEI SBERG ' S 
lJeisberG was too 

recontact him 



The October, 1959, WDC Telephone Directory lists i | 
telephone number WA 6-2034 to HAROLD WEISBERG, Coq d’Or M 
Farm, Hyattstown, Maryland. I 

V/FO files reflect t,hat HAROLD WEISBERG operates 
a farm in Hyattstown, Maryland, and was fired summarily, 
with nine others from the State Department in 1947, because 
of ’suspected communist sympathies. Later, all ten 
individuals were allowed to resign without prejudice, but . 



0 were not restored to their positions 
(^- Bureau 

1 - Baltimore (Info) (RM) REG* ^ 

2 - WFO 

(1 - 105-23930) [ I 


^ * J f 


RFBisk, 


f rom 




r/&<,c 


?v 2 1959 









105-0 


It is believed that the subject is identical 
with the above individual. 




Since the purpose of his contact witl£ 


appears legitimate and since his identity appears to be 
established, WFO requests no investigation by the 
Baltimore Office. 

The above is being furnished for the W 

information of Baltimore. 
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Federal B^'eau of^jjestigation 
^ ‘Records Branch 


■A. 


1956 


I Name Check Unit - Room 6523 


j II Service Unit - Room 6524 
I Zl Forward to File Review 

L J Attention ^ 

r H Return to 


Supervisor 


Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

I i Regulnr Request (Analytical Search) 

L J All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

I .,1 Subversive References Only 

onsubversive References Only 
Mainly ^ ^ ' References Only 


1- > <l Ma 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

2 Restricted to Locality of 


n ~l Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 
r I Buildup CZZl Variations 

C— . J Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 




MiL TNFORM^TIQil COHT1 lIMED| 

HERETN IS UKCmSSIFTED 









5-l^' -(Rev ..*2^29-56) ' " -* 

FEUERiL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
LIAISON SECTION 

_ . , 1956 

Director 

Mr. Bartlett 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. 

.Mr. Boardman 

Mr. J.W. Brown 

Mr. Beln).ont 

, _,_Mr. Daunt 

Mr. Hennrich 

Mr. Day 

Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. Dougherty 

Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Estill 


_Mr. Ferris 

Mr. Roach 

^Mr. Fipp 

^Mr. Philcox 

_Mr. Kuhrtz 


Mr. Martin 

BaumRardner 

Mr. McArdle 

Bland 

Mr. Moyhihan 

Mr. Branigan 

Mr. Papich 

Mr. W.C. Sullivan 

^Mr . Short 


_,__Mr. Stevenson 

Mr. Callan 

..Mr. D.J. Sullivan 

Mr. H.L. Edwards 

Mr. Wells 

Mr. Scatterday 

^Mr. Whaley 

Mr. Stanley 

^Mr. Woods 


Mr. Young 

Mrs. Schwab 


Miss Wielkiewicz 

Miss Cole 

Miss Coggins 

Miss Gronquist 

Miss Laymon 

^Miss Rogers 

Mrs. Henley 

^Miss El. Toby 

Miss Lewis 

Miss Ev. Toby 

Miss 

Mr. 

Room 

Room 

See Me Please 

Records Section 

Call Me Please 

Routing Unit 

^Please Handle 

Send File UTD 

Please note 

Place on record 

and return 

and return 

Mail Room, 5533 

Ident. Div. 

Reading Room, 5531 

Expedite 


.Processing 

p 

■ ^ i. i 



lllll IlM 




l€ I f Ijp 


. orTtONAl rORM NO. 10 
l«62 COfTiON, 

OStt OIN. RIO. NO. 7T 
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PURPOSE: 




To furnish information in Bureau files ccncerning Harold ' 
WeisbergI |the books **Whitewastf* | / 

and ’Inquest” respectively, each dealing with the findings made by the ^ 
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. 


HAROLDV^ISBERG 

Harold Weisberg and his wife, Lillian Stone Weisberg, 
jointly own a 14 acre tract of land in Hyattstown, Maryland, upon which (J 
they operate the Coq d'Or Farm whose principal business is raising of 
pheasant-chickens, Rock-Cornish game hens, waterfowl and other 
poultry and the sale of poultry and eggs. 

Bureau files contain numerous references to the Weisbergs. 

The Department of State, in a report dated April 28, 1947, showed that 
Harold Weisberg was an employee of the La Follette Civil Liberties 
Committee from September, 1936, to October, 1939, and was discharged 
for permitting certain information to leak to the press. This report sets 
forth that Senator La Follette stated that Weisberg had been dismissed for a 
breach of trust involvii^ the release of confidential information to news- 
papers, and the Senator was quite certain the new^aner involved was 
The Daily Worker. 100^^^113 

NOT BKCOaDJffl - 

Weisberg was one of ten empl](S$9B>dj^fi7e^@llunmarily }?Ythe^"^ 

I State Department in June, 1947, because of suspected commuSisr'or ' ^ W 
commxinistic sympathies. He was later allowed tcrreBigirWi thout 
prejudice, but was not rei^ored to. Ms job. His wife, Lillian Stone ~ / 

i Weisberg, was investigated under the provisions of Executive Order 9835 | /// 1 

RlS.mpd I jjCONxxNUED — OVER*” - 
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Memo to DeLoaciRom Rosen 
Rei Assassination of President 


SECRET 


in 1948, and the Civil Service Commission advised in October, 1948, she 
had been retained. At that time, she was a clerk in the Reconstruction 
.Finance Corporation. Her name had been carried on the active list of 
members of the Washington Book Shop Association and the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action during December, 1947, and she was 
listed as an active member of the Washington League of Women Shoppers 
during January, 1941. Informants contacted d uring the investigation of 
Weisberg’s wife ad vised that Harold Weisberg I T " 

I who was involved in Soviet espionage conspiracy. T I 


In connection with our investigation concernin 


fit was determined [was in contact with Harold 

' Weisberg at his Hvattsto wn. Mary land, farm. Weisberg had previously 
extended an invitation to fto v isit his farm and through informant 

coverage it was determined | | had rec eived the invitation from 

Weisberg incidental to an invitation extended ! 

~| In addition, during September. 1959. our informan 

repor ted Weisberg asked j 

I for information on Soviet reaction to the proposal that his chickens 
be placed in competition with Russian poultry/ 


Eile^a claim 


In 1961, Weisberg and his wife filecba claim against the 
Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act in the amount of $9, 950 
for damages allegedly sustained by them in their poultry business as a 
result of low-fl 3 dng helicopters. This case was tried and court directed 
judgment in favor of the Weisbergs for $750. 


In a letter dated May 23, 1966, to the Director, Weisberg 
enclosed a copy of his book ’Whitewash” and made reference to quotations 
from the Director’s testimony and that of FBI Agents and stated he beUeved \ 
these required ’’immediate and unequivocal explanation. ” He submitted \J 
three questions which pertain to testimony concerning the number of shots 
fired and he questioned the results of our Laboratory examination of the 
bullets. 



Union in 1958. 


described as a student residing at 

1 


traveled as a tourist in the Soviet 


Our files also indicate that in 1955, 
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach 
Re: Assassination of President 




J The Committee was looking into campus election 

irregularities. The facts were submitted to the Department for possible 
violation of Unauthorized Publication or Use of Communications and the 
Department declined prosecution. 

In a Washington Post article dated May 29, 1966, referred-to- 
below, Epstein is described as a candidate for a Doctor of Philosophy 
Degree at Harvard University and his book was written as his Masters 
thesis while at Cornell University. 

ACTION: 


Bureau files are being expeditiously reviewed in order to 
determine the complete facts to resolve any alleged discrepancies which 
were mentioned in an article appearing in the Washington Post, May 29, 
1966, captioned, "An Inquest: Skeptical Postcript to Warren Group’s 
' Report on Assassination. ’’ This Po st article was based on a review of 
the books authored ty Weisberg and | | 

|j Bureau files are also being e^editiously reviewed in order 

1 1 to determine the facts concerning the items mentioned in Weisberg’s 
|4 letter of May 23, 1966. 

Memoranda are being prepared setting forth recommended 
action in each of the above matters. 
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MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


SYNOPSIS: 


o 


A letter was received from Harold Weisberg of H yaubuuwii, 
enclosing his book, entitled ’Whitewash - the report on the Warren Report. 
He believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are required from 
the FBI in connection with the FBI’s report to the President’s Commi ssion, 
He specifically demanded answers to three items. 




(1) Re lating to the number of bullets which were involved in the 
assassination he suggests five were fired. The Commission’s report concludes 
three shots were fired. 


(2) He states that in testimony before the President’s Commission 
evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic analyses of a bullet and 
fragments. This is absolutely incorrect, since the testimony of a FBI 
Laboratory expert concerning spectographic analyses is set forth in the 
Commission’s report. 


(3) Weisberg alleges the whole bullet (located on Governor Connally’s 
stretcher) had been wiped clean and that the FBI Laboratory expert testified 
that the cleansing of the bullet was not complete and that foreign matter remained 
in the grooves of the bullet. This is inaccurate since our^I^^pjiatory expert 
testified the bullet was clean when he received it and'that'^there was no blood 
or tissue present, • 3^^955 


Weisberg formed his opinions after readinsLthe FBLa: epo-:^s to the 
President’s Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64, Both of these are located 
in the National Archives and are available to the public. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


In connection with our original report to the Commission on 
12/9/63, the Commission credited the Bureau by saying this report was of 
principal importance to them. Weisberg, in his book, describes this 
report in part as "neat, clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of 
such tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate lawyer would 
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. ** 

Ifis 208-page book has been reviewed. It is a vitriolic and diabolical 
criticism of the President’s Commission, the FBI, the Secret SeivicQ police 
agencies and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination 
< investigation. Weisberg attempted to have his book published by 103 different 
publishers both in the United States and Europe, all of whom refused. He 
thereafter personally published a limited number and had it copyrighted in 
August, 1965, Weisberg, in his own comments stated, ”In writing this book 
the author has had but one purpose. That was to show that the job assigned 
to and expected of the President’s Commission on the assassination of John F, 
Kennedy has not been done. ** Weisberg has distorted the truth regarding 
the investigation of the assassination and has set forth his own theories and 
deductions of what should have been done. Illustrative of this, he contends 
the President was shot from both the front and back, and that another con- 
spirator was therefore involved with Oswald. His book is full of errors and 
inconsistencies. 

Due to the inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts 
to fit his own' purpose, coupled with Weisberg’ s subversive background 
(memorandum Mr, Rosen to Mr. DeLoach, 6/1/ 66, attached) it is not felt 
the Bureau should add dignity or credibility to him by acknowledging his 
communication. 

ACTION: 

That Weisberg’s communication not be acknowledged. 
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SEE OVER FOR DETAILS 
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Memorandvtm to Mr. DeLoach 
RE; ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


DETAILS ; 

A letter was received from Harold Weisberg 
enclosing his book entitled " Whitewash - the report 
on the Warren Report." He stated, in the book vrill be 
found quotations from the Director's testimony and that 
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate and 
unequivocal explanations. He specifically pointed to 
three items v/hich, in his opinion, "It would seem no 
question of National security can be involved. " 

Weisberg indicated that in the brief discussion of the 
assassination in the report to the commission it was said 
that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President 
and one the Governor. Weisberg is referring to our 
initial report of December 9, 1963, furnished to the 
Commission. He read into this comment that this report 
did not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone 
and that the bullet that did not kill the President struck 
him in the back, not the neck and did not go through 
his body. He '^aid this did not account for the wound in 
the front of the President's neck and therefore theorized 
at least five bullets were fired. 

This matter has been thoroughly covered by 
separate memorandim as it relates to the article published 
in"The \wshingtan Post" ^ated May 29, 1966. VJeisbarg's 
theory is completely in error as it is obvious he has not 
conducted thorough research into this matter as all pertinent 
information is available in the "President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy Report." 

In Weisberg 's second point he states that in 
testimony before the Commission, evidence was not 
introduced as to the spectrographic analysis of a bullet 
and various bullet fragments. This is not correct since 
the Laboratoary examiner's testimony to the Commission 
indicates that these items were examined spectrograph! cal ly 
and were found to be similar in composition. The Laboratory 
examiner further pointed out that such similarity of 
composition does not necessarily mean that the fragments 
came from a particular bullet. Testimony as to the 
spectrographic comparison appears in Volume V, pages 67, 

69, 73, 74 and in Volxme XV, page 700, 

In Weisberg 's third point he states that the 
Laboratory expert testified that the bullet from Governor 
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is not 


DETAILS CONTINUED PAGE FIVE. 



Memorandxam to Mr. DeLoach 
RE; ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


true. The expert testified the bullet was clean v/hen he 
received it and that no blood or tissue which would 
interfere with the firearms examination was present. 

(Volume III, pages 428 and 429). With regard to Weisberg's 
fuirther inquiry as to whether the bullet could be 
associated through residues’ with either the President ' s body 
or the Governor's body, there was, in fact, no blood or 
tissue on the bullet for such an examination when the 
evidence was received in the FBI Laboratory, 

The bullets, one from Governor Connally's 
stretcher and the two bullet fragments from the front seat 
area of the limousine were identified with Oswald's rifle 
and were found to be physically the same as Western 6.5 ram 
Mannlicher-Carcano ammunition components. The other possible 
bullet fragments from the limousine, the President's head 
and the Governor's wrist, were only pieces of lead, similar 
in metallic composition to the lead core portion of 
Western 6,5 mm ammunition. These lead fragments and the 
lead smears on the windshield of the limousine and the • 
lead residue found on the curbing at the scene, which the 
Commission thoroughly investigated, do not possess 
characteristic compositions or shapes vdiich v/ould permit 
their positive identification as fragments or smears of 
specific bullets. 

In connection v/ith the background of Weisberg 
himself, he was the subject of a separate memorandxim, 
a copy of which is attached. 

Weisberg's book has been reviewed. It is a 
6" by 9" paperbound book, obviously cheaply prepared and 
its selling price is indicated as $4.95. The book v/as 
copyrighted by XVeisberg in 1965, and on the cover it states 
"The book that couldn't be printed." In this respect it 
is of importance to note in the preface Weisberg stated the 
book was offered to 63 United States book publishers during 
a 14-month period and of these 63 publishers, 21 had so 
little interest they declined even to read the book. In 
addition, 11 offers were made by Weisberg to publishers in 
8 foreign countries, none of whom accepted his offer. In 
all Weisberg stated 103 offers of this book vrere made, not 
counting repeaters. He indicated follov/ing refusals of 
publishers to print his book he prepared a limited edition 
and copyrighted ' it in August, 1965. 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandvim to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


In Weisberg's own words be says his book is more 
than an analysis of the investigation of the assassination 
of the late President. "It is a commentary of the freedom 
of the press, the underpinning of the democratic society, 
and a measure of the state of that society. " 

Following a review of this book it was determined 
it is nothing more than a vitriolic and diabolical 
criticism of the President's Commission and the FBI 
relating to the assassination of President Kennedy. He 
indicated the superficial and immature manner in which the 
report deals with the possibility of a conspiracy or of 
a different assassin is only one of the ways in ^•/hich the 
Commission may have cr^piLed itself. He contended it would 
have been better if the Commission had had its own staff 
of investigators and restricted the use of the FBI and 
Secret Service to technical services, 

Weisberg indicated his book is an attempt to 
"analyse the report itself exclusively on the basis of 
the Commission's own information," It is noted that of the 
13 chapters in this book he quotes the Commission's 
findings extensively but thereafter inserts his own 
comments and theories as to what should have been done. In 
every instance concerning all phases of the investigation 
and the findings, he v;as critical. In Chapter 9 v;here he 
discusses the vritnesses and their treatment he stated there 
are always those people who suddenly see a chance to 
become important, to themselves, to those for whom they 
\irill testify, to their circle of friends and to the x-zorld 
at large. He also said that there are nervous people and 
neurotics- inevitably there are those vrho have axes to grind - 
hatreds or dislikes to be indulged, and political objectives 
to be attained. From these comments it would, appear that 
Weisberg is adequately describing himself, 

Weisberg said in respect to the Commission's 
report, "I-^at is most lacking in this report is analysis," 

He has delved into the scientific findings and arrived 
at his own conclusions without apparent background relating 
to scientific research. 

Weisberg claimed the Commission's report v:as 
abundantly clear that it distorts and misrepresents the 
Commission's information on Oswald's politics. He claims 
when the Commission did this, "Can there be any reason for 
this except a desire to fool the public?" He also contended 
whenever possible the Commission's report infers inefficiency 

of the Federal bureaucracy. 

- 5'- CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandxim to Mr. DeLoach 
RE; ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


Weisberg referred to the "Investigation of a 
Possible Conspiracy" involving Oswald. The Commission 
concluded there is no credible evidence that Lee Harvey 
Osvrald was part of a conspiracy to assassinate President 
Kennedy. Weisberg said "On both counts the report is 
vrrong. First, it had more than evidence of a 
conspiracy; it had irrefutable proof. Second, the 
Commission had highly credible evidence that Lee Harvey 
OsX’/ald v;as, in fact, part of this conspiracy," Weisberg 
continues page after page in this particular vein of 
thinking. He criticized the Secret Service, the results 
of the autopsy examination and the bullet and fragments 
recovered, and the nature of the wounds of President 
Kennedy. It is quite obvious he has failed miserably in 
attempting to reconstiruct the facts in their proper light. 

In the author's conclusion he indicated in 
writing this book, the author has had- but one purpose. 

That ^^ras to shovr that the job assigned and expected of 
the President's Commission on the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy has not been done. He then continues 
can the job really be done regardless of the consequences. 
Weisberg said, '"^^^lo can solve this crime?" Not the courts, 
for there is no question which can be taken to court. Not 
the Commission, for it has already both failed and closed 
up, its work unfinished." Therefore he said "Only Congress 
remains . " 

Based on Weisberg 's inadequate research he contended 
the President V7as shot from both front and back. "Nothing 
else makes sense. Nothing else is possible." He stated 
"There vras.not a single assassin, Oswald or any other. Thus, 
there was at least one conspiracy - to kill the President." 

Weisberg referred to an FBI report he observed 
in the National Archives v/hich was carefully prepared 
document and one of the initial reports furnished to the 
President's Commission which the Commission commended us for. 
Weisberg described this report as "a tissue so thin and a 
polemic so undisguised that it v;ould demean labors of a hick 
police force investigating the purloining of a desiccated 
flounder." He further described this report as a "Neat, 
clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of such 
tenuous • content that a self-respecting undergraduate would 
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. 'i 
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CONTINUED - OVER 
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K'emorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE; ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 



It appears Weisberg, by publishing his booh, is 
attempting to establish controversy and to e^jpound his 
personal theories and deductions concerning the 
assassination investigation. This booh is full of errors 
and inconsistencies and Xfeisberg has distorted the truth 
relating to the assassination investigation. Due to 
information contained in his booh and Weisberg's bachground, 
the Bureau should not add dignity or credibility to him 
by answering his communication. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoovar, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
WasMngton, D.C. 






Dear Mr. Hoover, 


MI I I IIIII I IIIIIM^ ^ 


Enclosed is a copy of my book,VjHITE\7i\SH - THE REPORT ON THE mPT-EN HSPORT. In 
it you will find quotations from your testimony and that of E3I Agents that I 
believe require immediate and unequivocal explanations and f_om the FBI's report 
to the Commission. Of the many things requiring explanation, I would like in 
particular to direct your attention, to these three, in which it would seem no 
question of national security can be involved: 


In your brief discussion of the assassination in the report to the Commission 
you say that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President and one the 
governor. This does not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone on Comraerce 
Street, which you told the Commission you could not associate v/ith the Presidential 
car or any of its occupants. In another part of this report, dealing with Oswald, you| 
told the Commission that the bullet that did not kill the President struck him in 
the back - not the neck - and did not go through his body. Plane you seem to fail to 
account for the weki-known wound in the front of the President's neck. Md thus, 
are there not at least five bullets, the three you accounted for and the two you 
did not account for? The Commission itself considered the curbstone strike a se'^ar^ 
bullet, and the President most certainly was wounded in the front of the neck. ’ 

a 

2) In his testimony before the Commission, FBI Agent| 


did not 




offer into evidence the spectrograph! c analysis of this bullet and that of the 
various bu llet fragmen ta. Neither did FBI Agent John F. Gallagher, the spectrogra-^ 

j, I I _L j--» J _ -1 0.1 j_ j»i 1 ‘ii-.o.— _ -I ^ ^ ^ A ^ 


pher. Agent 1 


] testimony is merely that the bullets were lead, which would ^ 


seem to be considerable less information that^spectrograhpic analysis could ravealE 
The Gustofiidn of this archive at the National Archiv es inf o.gRS.j^e....thifl analysis is^ 
not included in. his archive but is in the possession of the FBI. I call upon you 
to make .il^l^^mediately available. q jyi^ 


b6 

b7C 




3)'' In his testimony before the Commi^f 
whole bullet was received by the FBJ^^' 





wiped clea 


|said^th.jy: vhen the 

'does not reveal 


any FBI interest in this unusual destruction of evidence. He also testified that 
the cleansing of the bullet was not complet e, t h a t fo reign matter remained in the 
{grooves in the bullet. Yet his testimony does not show any FBI interest in learning 


what the nature of the residue was. Did the FBI make the appropriate testsv Could the| 
residue be associated with either the President's body or the governor’s? iThat 
iBffort, if any, was made to learn? And if no effort was made, why not? 

- /r/y^:/rrJL 

Harold WeisbOTg 
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I Mr. Ca^^^IIZZ 

I Mr. Callahan 

^vlr. Conrad. 

LMr. Felt 


8 September 1966 


Dear Sir; 


l-k'-- ■■ 



//'. Mr, J^osenr.vt^ 

Mr^H^avel 

; Mir Trotter 

iTele. Room 

I Miss Holmes 

i Miss Gandy 


Enclosed you will find bulletin board announcements for an up- 
coming WTOP RADIO program which we believe will be of interest 
to you and to members of your organization. By posting these 
announcements in a conspicuous location which will be seen by 
your associates, we hope they will be able to hear and enjoy 
this pertinent and informative program. 

WTOP RADIO tries to vary its programming to inform and interest 
as many special groups of the public as possible. If you have 
any comments to offer concerning this special program, or any 
of our other programs, please direct them to us. We are always 
glad to receive any comments from our listeners, particularly 
those involved in some way with the subjects of our various 
broadcasts , 

/ 

Again, we hope you will be able to post the enclosed announce- 
ments in some prominent area; the goal of WTOP RADIO is to 
serve the people of the Washington area. 

Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further 
service to you. 


'T< 


0 9 


Sincerely 


CLM/rjm 

end. 
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HA1UH.D ifSXS^SG, et^hor of fr 0 eoatsrev^Tsie! stnd^. ©f tS?© assassinstion of l^Tesidesri* 
Kennedy and the Warreri CoEfflif sicn's Teport, %rin join host BO?. RAIFORD in g discus- 
sion of his book, ^ttevash , the first bosk to feppear ©n the ir«sh|ect, is cansiderad 
the Most thorough investigation of the Warrsn jrepoTt, though It doss cIeIm that ths 
report was fault/. Idstenei^* questions ssid conments Tfill he heard. 
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DATE; 9-13-66 
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M. 





SUBJECT: HAROI^WRTSRERQ^ 

AUTH OR OF BOOKtri f^ITEWASH** 
lOTERVIEW ON wicOE RADIO 
“9-13-66 

O 

^Harold Weisberg, author of the book, "Whitewash, " w^ich is a 
controversial study of the assassination of President Kennedy and thd- \Varren 
Commission Report, was interviewed by Bob Raiford on WTQP Radio at 
2:10 p.m, today. * — I 

-*>-K 

Basically, Weisberg’s comments followed the geepraUlieme of 
other individuals questioning the facts, surrounding the assassinatio^of 
President Kennedy. Weisberg commented that the Warren Commissibn Report 
on which his entire book is based leaves a lot of questions unanswered and that 
the Commission did not do the job, which was expected of it. He contends that 
the entire matter must be investigated in public, preferably by Congress. 
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Weisberg commented that there is serious doubt concerning all 
conclp^sions in the Report and that the Report is replete with too many coin- 
cidence's. He contends that the evidence clearly indicates that at least two 
individ^ls. were involved in the assassination and that there is no proof that 
Qswld actually was in the sixth floor window of the Texas Depository Booksto^ 
''^stated in the Report. Q 

# , 8 
Weisberg questioned the sight on the gun allegedly used by OswaSd 
^ ^nd said that the FBI could not even get the sight to function properly. He alsc§ 
(Commented that a different automobile was used in the re-enactment of the 
assassination and that the FBI reached conclusions without taking into considera- 
tion the different size of the car and the seats. Weisberg commented that one 
question which is still unanswered was volunteered by Mr. Hoover during his 
testimony before the Cofiimissiipjj and that was; "Why didn’t the assassin shoot 
prior to the car turning left^fff’of Houston Street?" Weisberg commented that 
Mr. Hoover answered this by saying: "There was a tree in the wa y"; however, 
according to Weisb^ii^g^ 'ther^.a :^,0 no trees on Houston Street. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
Mr. ^SuJJivan 

Is) 
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- Mr. SuUi 
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(Continued next ge) 
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M. A. Jones to Wick Memo 
RE: Harold Weisberg 


Weisberg is completely off base on this point. The motorcade 
as it turned left off of Houston Street entered the park and from the window of 
the Bookstore trees did block the view of the motorcade prior to entering the 
|park. The Director's testimony is accurate. 

All in all, the interview with Weisberg was a rehash of the many 
unfounded allegations which have been made concerning the assassination and 
merely another effort on the part of a writer to exploit the assassination for his 
own financial gain. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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Mr. Wick 
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COOPERATION WITH NEWS MEDIA 
WNEW-TV 600 



Mr. Q,^^ 

Mr. R. Am 

Mr. E^^} 

Mr. Tav-1 

Mr. Tr. :r 


Tele. Room. 

Miss rtTlrDcs- 
Miss Gandy... 
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On 7/13/66, PAUL NOBLE, Producer of the Alan Burke 
television show, seen on Saturday nights on WNEW-TV, tele- 
phonically advised that ALAN BURKE ’ s guest for the 7/23/66 
show would be HAROLD/WEISBERG, the author, of the book "White- 
wash. " According to PAUL NOBLE, this program would be taped 
on 7/14/66. His purpose in calling was to furnish us this 
information, and he requested any information in possession 
of the FBI which could refute WEISBERG's book. 

Mr. NOBLE was furnished all public source data and 
material which refuted criticism placed on the FBI or the 
Warren Commission for their investigation of the assasination 
of President KENNEDY. Arrangements were made so that the 
audio portion of the tape could be reviewed by the NYO. 

On 7/19/66, the audio portion of the Alan Burke p' r~N 
Show was reviewed by Special Agents of the NYO, a summary 
of which follows; 

•• 

Mr. WEISBERG advised that he had problems in having oj 
his book published as there was a self-emposed embargo by the |p 
publishing firms that this was not a good topic for their busi-lf^ 
ness. He stated that no one in government entered into this i< 
embargo and that it was entirely self-emposed by the publisher 

He stated he did not agree with the Warren Commissions 
report on the assasination of President KENNEDY, nor of the two 
FBI reports on President KENNEDY'S death. However, he did not 
go into detail why he did not agree with the FBI reports. 
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He advised that both the Warren Coiranission and the 
FBI were government agencies that were in some way involved 
either directly or indirectly with the President; such as 
the Secret Service protecting the President, and LEE OSWALD 
involved in assignments with the FBI. 

He spoke of the autopsy performed by the Naval 
doctors in Washington, D.C., and how some of the first reports 
were destroyed by the Chief Examiner. He also stated that the 
Naval examinations did not wholely agree with the findings of 
the doctors in Dallas who tried to save the President's life 
on the day he was assasined. He explained that the doctors in 
Dallas had stated in their reports that cheire was a wound in 
the neck area of the President indicating a possibility of a 
person firing from another position other than that position 
of OSWALD'S. 

WEISBERG Stated that it was his opini-on that OSWALD 
was a fall guy, that there was someone else involved but that 
he did not know who, how many, or what their reasons were for 
killing President KENNEDY. He further stated that he could 
not name any organization or give any opinion of who might 
have taken part in this assasination. 

He stated that the FBI reports were different from 
the Commission's report and that he did not hold the FBI re- 
sponsible for the Commission's report, but that the Commission's 
staff was responsible and not the men on the Commission. 

WEISBERG then went on to explain uhat each member of 
tho Commission was a dedicated man;, fair*, and put out his 
best work. However, they erred in their findings. He also 
stated that he was not challenging the integrity of Chief 
Justice WARREN. 

WEISBERG stated that he could not accept the Warren 
report in any form and set forth the conclusions of his book 
as follows : 

1) The investigation was not done well, 

> 2 ) The investigation must be done by Congress and 

I must be public. 
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3 ) For him to succeed in bringing about the above 
second step, he must destroy, by means of his book, the find- 
ings of the Warren report or leave a very great doubt in 
everyone ' s mind . 

He stated he did not feel the Commission proved that 
OSWALD could kill the President alone or that he must have had 
I the help of another person. He further stated that OSWALD 
/could not have killed police officer TIBETT. He stated he 
believed that the man who killed officer TIBETT bore a very 
close res ambience to OSWALD, At this point in his Interview, 
he stated he believed the Commission bent evidences to their 
own thintiing and should have Investigated the death of officer 
TIBETT. He stated, based on the Commission's own investiga- 
tion of OSWALD'S movements, he could not have been in the area 
where TIBETT had been killed. He further stated that nowhere 
in the Commission's report is there any information on TIBETT 's 
death. 

In the discussion of the Warren Commission's report, 
WEISBERG stated that a number of problems confronted the 
government at the time of President KENNEDY'S assasination; 

7 such as the public treinquility, was this assasination a con- 
/ spiracy or a plot by a foreign government, and would it lead 
to war. All these thoughts lead to extremely difficult 
problems in bonducting such an investigation. 

He stated that in speaking of the men on the 
Commission, that they were loyal, dedicated and trustworthy 
citizens. However, because of their highjposition in public 
office a-id not being able to delegate these powers, they in 
turn delegated the investigation to staff members and this 
is the area in which they failed. 

WEISBERG spoke about an unknown witness who was 
incerviexved in Dallas, Texas, by a staff menber and who was 
accused by this staff member of perjury anc that the Commis- 
s .n never followed this up. He stated the Commission set 
about to prove a case against OSWALD, who was a person accused, 
rather than to obtain the truth. 


I 
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He further pointed out that a man was arrested in 
a building across Houston Street in Dallas, Texas, for no 
other reason than for being unable to explain what he was 
doing there. This was Just before Dallas Police had picked 
up OSWALD. He stated the Commission did not interview this 
person. 


Several times during the interview, WEISBERG stated 
he doubted the accuracy of the Warren report but went out of 
his way to state he did not doubt the intent of the members 
of the Commission. 

WEISBERG also spoke of finding a rifle in the Book 
Depository and three shells, that no one saw OSWALD carry the 
gun into the building, that the proof that OSWALD had bought 
such a gun was based on handwriting, and that no one had ever 
seen OSWALD with this rifle in his possession. 

He also discussed, at some length, the autopsies 
performed on TIBETT, OSWALD, and President KENNEDY, and that 
in the report, only President KENNEDY is mentioned, and this 
is for the first time. 

WEISBERG was very critical of the Dallas Police 
' Department and stated "they were directly responsible for 
OSWALD ' s murder . " 

He then went on to explain that 70 Dallas Police 
officers were used to protect OSWALD and against the advice 
of the Sheriff’s Office of Dallas and the FBI, they would 
not remove OSWALD on the night of February 23 rd. He stated 
the reason the Dallas Police Department would not remove 
him was the Dallas Police Chief had told the Press the exact 
time he was planning to move him and that he wanted to keep 
this appointed time. He stated that he feit the Commission 
I should have looked into the Dallas Police Department activ- 
i ities. 


WEISBERG put great emphasis on the three shells 
found in the Book Depository. He stated that these shells, 
after examination, were found to have been in another rifle, 
other than the one found on the 6th floor. WEISBERG stated 
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he was using as his authority Mr. HOOVER, Director of the 
FBI. He stated that although they had markings on them 
from the rifle found on the 6th floor, they were not able 
to say when they had been fired. He also stated that only 
one of OSWALD'S palm prints was found on the rifle, in a 
position under the barrel of the gun, and that various prints 
of OSWALD'S were found on the 6th floor, but these were of 
no value in the investigation because OSWALD worked on that 
floor in his every day duties at the Depository. 

WEISBERG further stated that a bullet, described by * 
the Commission as hitting President KENNEDY and Governor 
CONNELLY, could do all the things that it did and not be dis- 
formed. He described three bullets, the above mentioned one, 
the missed bullet, and the one in President KENNEDY'S head. 

He pointed out that OSWALD was a rather poor shot, having 
scored a I91 in the Marine Corps and that a I90 was the 
qualifying score for a marksman, 

WEISBERG discussed ballistics during the discussion 
and divided this into two parts: 

1) concerning the President 

2) concerning officer TIBETT. 

WEISBERG stated that with regards to the President, 
scane fragments can be identified and some cannot. He stated 
the FBI made a spectrographic analysis and a Special Agent 
GALLAGHER of the FBI, who made the analysis, was called as a 
witness only as the hearing concluded around September 15th, 
and that he was never asked for a spectrographic analysis nor 
is this analysis part of the record. Mr. WEISBERG stated even 
Mr. HOOVER Said that the curbstone fragments were not associated 
with other bullet fragments. 

With regard to officer TIBETT, WEISBERG stated that 
the FBI took his pistol to its laboratory in Washington, D.C., 
fired it 100 times, and could not associate the bullets with 
the pistol that they knew it was fired from. 
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In answer to a question about the speed of firing 
the rifle, WEISBERG stated that without regard to accuracy, 
and with a bullet in the breach, the most competent men in 
the FBI, "the fastest drawer in Washington" took 2.3 seconds 
just to reload. 


A person by the name of | jasked Mr. 

WEISBERG about the question of a person masquerading as 
OSWALD. Mr. WEISBERG replied that he denoted a whole chapter 
in the book to this. Another person made the allegation that 
, there was a man using the name OSWALD around September, 15th. 
The FBI was asked to look into this and located three Cuban 
refugees, one of whom bore the resemblence of OSWALD. 

WEISBERG stated the Commission got around this by stating 
that OSWALD was in Mexico at the time. 


This program is two hours in length and because of 
the great expense involved in taping this program, no extra 
copies of the tape could be made and none are available. 
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^!BjECT: ^Wa rre n C0 MMissiQN;EXHroiTS 

In my memorandum ojt 11/3/66, I reported a telepHone call from Mr.*" 

Marion Johnson of ^^National Archives and Records Service. He advised of ^ 
inquiry from Jlaroldweisberg, author of "Whitewash: The Report on the Warrem 
Report" cOncejMh^l" 11it6’rmatl!i^ perte-ining to spectrographic examinations in our 
FBI reports. In view of Weisberg*s| suspected Commulnist background, it was recom- 
mended that Johnson be advisejd that the FBI could not ibe of assistance to Weisberg 
in this matter. The Director hoted "O. K. I assume we have given all exhibits & 
evidence to the Archives as prievioukly directed by A. <|j, " . 

Pursuant to Bureau approval, Johnson was advised that the FBI could not 
be of assistance to Weisberg iiii this! matter. 

With regard to the Director’s comment concerning transfer of evidence and 
exhibits to Archives, further Reference is made to Mri. Rosen’s memorandum of 
ii- 7- 66 advising of the prior tran^cr of available material to Archives and the fact 
thar ihe assassination rifle together with Oswald’s pistol and associated holster 
had been held in Dallas at the iDepartment’s instructions pending adjudication of titlej . 
and pending receipt of the instant authorization for release. The Director instructed 
that all such items should be transferred to Archives at once. J 


I 
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Rosen’s X 

■'1. 
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7 ■ This is to advise that immediately following initial receipt of Mr, 

(vmemorandum and the Departmbntal authorization attadhed thereto for transfer of 
the remaining items, Laboratojry representatives telephonically contacted Mr. Johnson' 
of Archives to arrange for the |transifer at the earliest j^ssible date. Johnson subg 
'|sequ 0 ntly called back to advise that he could receive this material on 11-8-66. 
lAccordingly, the assassinationi riflej, Oswald*s pistol, ^ and its associated holster ^ j 
fwere personally delivered to Mr. Johnson on 11-8-66, and an appropriate signed § j 
[receipt was Opined therefor. 
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^Suggested letters to Archives confirmin|g^^f 0 ji!!:’ 3 : 6 sf§i|& an d to t he 

5X>artmentQadvising of the action taken are, arched for approval 


Enclosures // 


1 ~ Mr. Mohr 
1 - 'Mx\. DeLoach 

RHJ: fch:mn 

( 10 ) 


1 - W. C. Sulliyan(attn: 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
Malley 



hw £ 


M 


'ij 





November 8, 1966 
BY LIAISON 




Honorable Marvin Watson ; 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C* 

Dear Mr. Watson: 


ALt INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS unclassified , , 

DATB 3/tf^b p V 


Reference4^ made to your request regarding the authors 
of books dealing with th 4-^s assmation of President Kennedy. 

I I' I 

Attached are summary memoranda setting forth pertineht 
information contained! in FBI files concerning the following individuals: 




respect 


ThO fUe^ of tile F BI contain no pertinent data witli 
lauthor ofl 


A copy of thils communicaUon has not been sent to the 
Acting Attorney General. ^ ^ 

• Sincerely yours, 


Y j enclosub® 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach (seiit direct) - Enclosures 7 
1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures 7 
i - Mr. Roson - Enclosures 7 , v- 












vV^ 

V > S U " V'k" \ ' 


MAIL ROOM'I 1 TELETYPE UNIT 




! 

November 8, 1966 



V//i 

Classified 

UiTPi^ 



'Whitewash — the report on the 

WARREN REPORT"’ 
j BY 

HAROIi^. WEISBERG j 
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‘ '*10 I KilL: 

Har(j^ldWe|sb erg/‘ih'e"auth^ of^^h© above -captioned book, 
is wife, Lillian Sione Weisberg, Jointly own a 14-acre tract of land 
in Hyattstovm,,..,Maryland,^^ upon which they operate the Coq d'Or Farm 
whose principal business'is raising of pheasant- Chickens, Rock-Cornish 
game hens, waterfowl and other poultry and the sale of poultry and eggs. 


U 


< 


Harold Weisberg was an employee of the La Follette Civil 
Liberties Committee from September, 1936, to October, 1939, and was 
discharged for permitting certain information to leak to the press. 

Senator La Follette stated that Weisberg had been dismissed for a 
breach of trust involving the release of confidential information to a news- 
paper and the Senator was quite certain the newspaper involved was 
"The Daily Worker," a former east coast communist newspaper. 


U 



Weisberg v;as one of 10 employees fired summarily by 
the State Department in June, 1947, because of suspicion of being a 
ommunist or having comimunistic sympathies. He was later allov/ed to 
esign without prejudice, but was not restored to his position. His wife, 
illian Stone V/eisberg, was investigated under the provisions of 
xecutive Order 9835 in 1948 and the Civil Service Commission advised 
n October, 1948, that she had been retained. At that time, she was a 
'clerk in the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. Her name had been carric 
on the active list of members of the Washington Book Shop Association 






and the W'ashington Committee for Democratic Action during December, 
f^^l947. The Washington Book Shop Association and the Washington Committee 



for Democratic Action have both been cited by the Department of Justice 
as subversive. 


During an undisclosed period, but presumably in the 1950* 


ascertained that 


was in contact v/ith Harold 


e irg at his farm. ?/eisberg had previously extende d an invite tion to 
n to visit his farm and it was also determined that l I had 

ived the invitation from Weisberg incidental iovitatica extended 
Viet Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev and party^ot^L 

3GH;jmh/dec (8)ai^,m,a wlSj ' 
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celebration of the Russian Revolution. This Celebration involved a 
picnic at his residence and was attended by 25 to 30 unknov/n people. (J 
It was believed tliis affair yas in coramenioraUon of tiie Russian Revolu- 
tion inasmuch as it was held on the day v/hen die communists celebrate 
all over the world. 


It was ascertained in September. 1959. that Weisbe rg 

aske d l in 

W ashington, D. G. , fdr information on Soviet! reaction to the pr^osal 
that liis chickens be placed jin competition with Russian poultry.^J|^^^^ 

In 1956;, it Was alleged that Weisberg held an annual 



In 1961, Weisberg and his wife filed a claim against the 
Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act in the amount of $9, 950 
for damages allegedly sustained by them in their poultry business as a 
result of low-flying he^copters. This case was tried and court directed 
Judgment in favor of the Weisbergs for $750. (62-109060-4119; 140-7536-3) 

Weisbeij'g has no known arrest 
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Mr. Cc 
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1-Mr. Conrad i%^T~ 

1-Mr, Cunningham, 

TE; 11/3/66 

1-Qf^ice, 7133 ^ot,— 


SullivaiT^ 

TaveJ 

Trotter 

Tele. Roorr 

Holmes 

Gandy 


SUBJECT: WA^EN COMmSSION EXHIBITS 

y/ On ll/3/^6, ]V^. Marion Johnson., the Archivist at the , 

f National Archives and Records Service who is handling the exhibits 
and evidence of the ’W'arren Commission, telephonicaliy contacted * 

/ SA Cortlandt Cunningham of the Laboratory Division. 

T C) 

Mr, Johnson stated that Harold Weisberg, author of 
) "Whitewash: The Report on the Warr 6 ri RepoTfJ'"'ni^ requested 

information regarding th^ portions of the F^I investigative reports I 
in which the spectrbgraphic examinations were set forth. Mr. Johnson^ 
asked if any spectrographic examinations, other than those set -forth , 
in the report of SA Robert P, Gemberling dated ll/30/63,_'at D^las, 
were made and reported elsewhere. ' / 


Mr. Johnson was told that this matter would be looked into 


R 

to ‘ 


ii 
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Bufiles reveal that Weisberg was summarily fired from dj 
the State Depa|i;ment but was later allowed to resign without prejudicei; 
and not be restored to hiS 30 b because of suspected Communist '^r 
Communistic sympathies. Bufiles also reveal he has had previous L 
.contact with Soviet Nationals at the Russian Embassy. Weisberg T 
has also previously written the Bureau concerning the Warren Reportxl 
and because of his backgroxmd, no acknowledgement was made, ^ 

«i I 1 1 II 'll ’ mTwi II 

RECOMMENDATION; ' ^ 

lliq zi ' 

It is recommended, in view of the above information, that 

Mr. Johnson be telephonicaliy advised that the FBI cannot “Be*of- 

assistance to Weisberg in this matter. . ^ 


1-Mr. Mohr 

1-Mr. DelKiach 

1-Mr. Rosen, Attq_j 

1-Mr. Sullivan, Att: 

IrMr. Wick 

\ 1 -Mr. Raupach 
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Published htten ere suhleci to e^ndonsotlon, and tfioM m( li« 
lectod hr publication will bo ratumd offfy whan aoeampaakid 
^ itampodf selhadcressod anvchpes. The use of pen names is 
itmtied h eprrespondents whose identity Js known to The Siaii, 
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Error; ^®^ Conspi>acy^ ££. 

Warren ComiiJia. 
iteBng ;tte personal integrity! of the 
mmbers copjiinission on it. This is! neither 

logical nor riehti ‘Th<i<':Uwuk«ii' .___ v. 




. Trotter-;^ 
T«le< Rjopr 
Holmes '!i£ 


tHo «ti« 

in 'public servants, hot we do exbect 

rqwrt t^ he wnae 4^i' ' 

i nwjT 

W0“i wtooufS 
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UNITED STATES GOatoXMENi 


date: 12/15/66 


^^Memorarmuin 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN; CRIME RECORDS SECTION 
SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 


suBTECT" HAROLD WEISBERG 

"WHITEWASH NO. 2" 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


On 12/15/66 HAROLD WEISBERG, author of the book 
"Whitewash No. 2", appeared on KGO-TV, San Francisco, on a 
talk show moderated by JIM DUNBAR from 7:05 a.m. until 
7:55* a.m. A number of callers called in asking questions about 
his qopclusions in the book and statements made during the 
talk fliow. The callers were about evenly divided as to their 
belief'' in his conclusions and against his hypothesis. He 
made critical comments concerning the FBI, but in response ^ 
t© on^caller's question concerning the Warren Commission jh 

• R^orC WEISBERG pointed out that the Commission was "spoon /| 
fe-d" iftfformat ion from the FBI and Secret Service and, therefore, 
t^ir Conclusions necessarily had to be based on the voluminous 
rgborte and thousands of interviews conducted by the FBI , 
WEISBSIg indicated he did not wish to imply that the Commission 
were not honorable men because he felt that they were. 

WEISBERG *s main premise seemed to be a person who was 
identified by the FBI as BILLY LOVELADY who was on the steps 
of the Texas Book Repository was in some way linked to President 
KENNEDY'S assassination and he felt that OSWALD was in some 
way a "patsy." He stated he used the word "patsy" because 
OSWALD used this terminology when first apprehended by the j A 
Dallas Police Department. 25 ^ 

WEISBERG was obviously on the program to push the 
sale of his new book "Whitewash No. 2" and announced OTOtii ^ 19 
program that he would appear at an open meeting at the Hal]| 
Flowers in San Francisco on Friday night, 12/16/66. mmb 
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Warren Commission Critic Weisberg ! 

In the Limelight I ; for ere 

• ' • • ' 

^Whitewash^ Author 

. i sc methi] 

Is Man on the Go [Tr, 

. HarolcT^ eisbefg. Monigomerv Cniint.v».Q oritir. ; 

jo: the Warren Commission report, is. a man 
on the go these days. ’ > 

His pace has picked up Steam I — — 

since he published his second running again on a week-long 
book, **Whitewash II: The FBI- ^rip through the mid-west and 
Secret Service Cover-Up/ the West Coast. Stops in- 

early this month. dude Chicago, 111., Madison, 

Last week he spent four dawn Wise., San Francisco, Calif. /A/j^ 
to post-midnight days in New Angeles, Calif, 

York, followed by a stopover in Weisberg^s- original book, ' NOT 1 
^Philadelphia for /a four-hour “Whitewash: The Report on ^QQ npp 


^DM.E y...6.“.1.2.."-..2...a.0.5: BY SC2SC AYC BCE/l^ILl/STW 


Cross Country 

"^hce ■^the first book' wafi j 
published in a general edition 
in 1966, Weisberg has 

traveled across the country and 
appeared on national television 
programs as well as audience 
participation radio shows in 
California, Ohio, Illinois and 
Pennsylvania. 

He is confident his follow- 1 
up to the first volume will 
‘help sharpen the criticism of 
the Warren Commission and! 
the aftermath of the Kennedy! 
assassination, ' 

“My second book brings this I 
to a new point," 'he said last 
week at Coq d*Or, the Hyatts - 
j town farm where he once raised I 
I geese, *it may sound immodelt 

i ut this dates everyone’s woifk 
xcept my own. I 

^ “The turning point in this 
\Vhole thing was my appearance 
on a television show in New 
York in July/ declared Weis- 
herg, puffing on a cigarillo and! 
squinting behind silver rimmed L 
glasses. 

‘^Four lawyers were lying in 
wait to tear me up. it was 
rough. It took me an hour and 
a half to teach them silence is 
golden,” he laughed, "The 
sparks really flew.. • 

Credibility Basis 

“But that show laid the basis 
■for credibility.. It opened the 
I eyes of the most influential 
'minds in New Yo;’k, People 
realized that those who say 
something is wrong are reaUy 
seeking the sanctity of ou * I 

1 See WEISBERG on A7 h 


if 
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RECEDED 


radio broadcast. 

This week he's 


^ the Warren Report/ was one 
and of the first in the current rash 
of attacks on the commission 
and placed him in the interP 
national spotlight. | I 




:! :?:Wej 8berg. ■ : m . ; 

<^ntov<^fMm Page 6ae 

societir. tVjtal unknowns are 
sayin; we must have ttie truth.” 
Welsberg attributes bis sue« 
cess as a- critic- to ”a rugged • 
refusai to do anything but foee ' ; 

reality and deal with nothing i - 
but faeti I'm the only onej ' ; 
who's dealt extensinsly with , t 
the commlssicm's findings/ he j 
added. . i 

Convinced his first book! 
■eouldnH watif' unttiapulbUsher ; 

.could be, found to put it out( 
Wdtbbbirg financed, the 
operation himself . 

' ^ . date 22^600 bixdcs have 
b^ printed in four editio ns ^ 
abd ' Pell : 2^ haf 




ejdt^': gaaranteebig .a minii' 
mum of mOHiUatfter million m 
the first pflnttiigr v . 

”W^ n” had 10,000 
printed 5 la edition, 

Mpies 'vdiioh are being dis - ^ 
■tiibutedV tbr'istoWBB^ ; 

dividuai8.'':t.:;'',. '.'..vv / ■ | ' 

..”A- lot oi ages I 

.ago:andvasl^ w dte j. 

next biMk u ^ : 

odt,” . Ho i , J 

esUina^te^ tebcd^ ; 

30TO:idtl0rsi^;;^^^^ I':’ 

Mimy ferns airwdy'a^ in line ‘ " 

me ;^iicBV : 

V I His currdnt trip across ^ : 
cc^try is in the usual whirl-' 
fwind j^Uqn.; *p» agenda .is ' 
orOw:^ ' add 

ia<Uo'«uu>oarBaces, press' con^r .' 
i ferences, speeches, seminars^ 

' biai - sessions; aUtographbig 
sessions and. nieeHi^ with 
wholesalers.- - • ■ 

: "One morning Pm supposed to 

a 2 -a;^ simtr,* Weisber g 

soared; .*Can you imagilffi 
duob a sehbdule? But PU do ft,' 

toid';?.- ■'.■'■■■ \.;-V • * 


^ hiterest Abroai^^^ , 
■*^^Bfrg is concentratto^ cm 
the international as well as the - 
national Interest iii the Kennedy 
assasinatlon. ■' ■ /J-'-- 

• His first book is betag dls- 
(rlbuted ' thr ou gho«t the 
English-speaking world in thej 
' Dell edition. '■ ll ■ 

It has been serialized 1 1 
; “Arriba,". a~ newspaper in 
i Madrid; . Spain, and “Panol 
' pima," ' a large German 
magazine. .An Italian publishing 
company has contracted for Hie 
i»ok and is coming but; with 
an Italian ediUbh neid month, 
Welsberg said, ; ' 

'Wei^erd U satisfied that bis 
; ( dubts iabout the warren Com- 
' :|ilds;i# l ttnAlly are reaching 
petipiel^ be is der 

ai^tddHirtth' the many nev 
fri^df he has., made thrdug ti 
, hisbddfesi'' " ■ , j 

; ‘(Lli!jl^, ^e) aim I have so 
; many new friends! ’now," he 
• smiled;” 'rtmblng: _ 

crc^ip'^ t '’nwn halr|,: . 

pei^ltTha^? wTittenliis/^^"';-- 

■* ' ' \“P'eopie ' - 

■ W.ei^®*^S d0eIar^.|:.5fStieye 
point jaiong the ■ 

Been sWeonemgrejaltfagydm 

# Imnd but^f tc;^!d^.to, ■ 

' BebpiS "warn, to; bod 

. ttoi*s:^t'coim^T< 


v;-- 




■ 
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' AL L ■■If WII IM 

HEREIN 

iDATE 06“13-f|l||^^^ 602 90 . 


Q — T^ 


Iti ^ s ♦ Helen V/ • Sec ty • i 

Federal Bureau of Investigation! 
Iteshin^ton, D.C. 20535 


#Dear Miss. Gandy 


Thank you very much for your aclkn owl ed^ement 
Mr. Hoover, dated December 1st, 1966 * 



of my letter to 


^ Yes, I am definitely lookinf^ forward to the time when Mr. Hoover 
I lis free to answer my letter. I wrote him mainly in regard to this 
, radio broadcaster, Mort Sol, who is now" appealing to teen-age 
students to listen to his diatribe, discrediting Mr. Hoover. 

Mr. Sol let the cat out of the bag last night, when he announced 
that he is going t^^ollaborate w"ith another scavenger-author by 
. the name of liar old We is berg in writing a book, pointing out mis- 
information and discrepancies in Mr. Hoover’s report to the Warr- 
en Comrriission , concerning details of the assassination of Fres. 

, John F. Kennedy. 

This follow Sol is quite cunning, in that he has said, in case he 
f is brought to court on a defamation charge, he will plead that he 
is a comedian and anything he says, should be construed as satire. 


It is too bad the F* C . C . can ’ t silence this fellowl 

Please show this letter to Mr# Hoover and tell him that I, person- 
ally, would breathe a sigh of relief, if the Kennedy family decid- 
ed to disappear from the political scene altogether. They are caus- 
*ing us to choose up sides, to where it is quite; ominous. 


’6 a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 1 


INOT isSciiDED 
199DEC281SSG 




OEOJ 

Yours Cordiall\^ 
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Transmit the following in 


Date: 1/6/67 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


A IRTEIi 


(Priority) 


(^-FROM: 

itf%. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109060) 

SAC, DALLAS (89-43) (P) 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 
MISCELLANEOUS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


. ^WP 


00 - DALLAS 

On 1/6/67 SAC, JAMES L. McGOVERN, BirmirigKam, telephoni- , 
cally advised Supervisor ROBERT P. GEMBERLING that a long 
distance telephone call had been received at the Birmingham . 

Office fr om ABRAHAM ZAPRUDER, Dallas, Texas, for SA| | 

I formerly assigned Dallas and now assigned Birmingham. 

SAC i^cGOVERN in quired as to what Mr. ZAPRUDER might want to 
discuss with SA | | 

Mr. ZAPRUDER was telephonically contacted at his office! 
in Dallas, Riverside 8-6071, at v/hich time he advised SA ROBERT 
P. GEivIBERLING that he had seen an article in the New York Times 
of 12/8/66 by PETER KIHSS, which referred recently 

published called "Whitev/ash No. 2" by HAROLP wEISBERG. Mr. 
ZAPRUDER stated this article indicated that Y/EISBERG's book 
f^nntn lnod a rep roduction of the results of interview of ZAPRUDER 
by SA | p n 12/4/63 in v/hich it was reflected that ZAPRUDER 

had stated his movie camera was set to take pictures at 24 frames 
per second. Mr. ZAPRUDER stated that he did not x-ecall being 
interviewed by SA l I on 12/4/63 and did not recall stating 

that the camera was set to take pictures at 24 frames per second, 
but that apparently Vi^EISBERG's book was using this point in 
endeavoring to establish tla t there were two assassins rather than 

AX> 

Mr. ZAPRUDER was immediately read first 

pa.ragrapii of the FD-S02 x-eflecting resxiltsl§^JiWi^(S.h965rview on 
12/4/63 by SA | | which is set forth on pages 12 and 13 

of the report of SA • ROBERT P. GEMBERLING dat^d-J.2/lJQ/63-r«©a%las , 

(S/- Bureau y I.- ,Apy / 

-^D^ynfn) i , / it I ' -': ' 

A - __ A ^ - ■ 

Senl^Zdl^M I [_// 






Special Agent in Charge 






b6 

b7C 


DL 89-43 

captioned ’’LEE HAKVEi- OSWALD aka, is - R L CUBA", Bufile 
105-82555, Dallas file 100-10461. After reading the sentence 
contained in the first paragraph of Mr. ZAPRUDER's FD-302, 
which reads as follows, "The camera was set to take normal 
speed movie film or 24 frames per second", Mr. ZAPRUDER commented 
that he did not recall exactly at what speed his camera was set 
and that this sentence had been taken by HAROLD WEISBERG out 
of context in that ZAPRUDER meant by these words that he did 
not know at what speed the camei-a was set but that it was set 
at either normal speed, which would be 16 frames per second or 
24 frames per second. Mr. ZAP RUDEl/^f^ sed that in order to 
further clarify the matter, SA I I would telephonically 

contact him to insure that this sentence in his FD-302 was 
accurate. 


Thereafter, SA| | 

ZAPRUDER v/ho in a later conversat 
he was completely satisfied that 
had been taken out of context by 
he (ZAPRUDER) had not considered 
as an actual interview but after 
and GEMBSRLING realised that his 
and the taking of the photographs 
an interview. 


did telephonically contact 
ion advised SA GEMBERLING that 
this statement was correct but 
Mr. WEISBERG. He stated that 
the conversation with SA . | 
conversations with SAS | 
comments concerning his camera 
v/as considered by the FBI as 


Mr„ ZAPRUDER was most courteous and stated that he was 
considering telephonically contacting PETER KIHSS of the New 
York Times to point out to him how HAROLD WEISBERG had taken a 
sentence out of his interview with the FBI out of context and 
used it as a basis for his book. 


The above is being furnished the Bureau for its informa- 
tion in the event inquiries are received with respect to the book 
"Whitewash No. 2" by HAROLD WEISBERG. 


A copy of t his conununication, together with a Xerox 
copy of SxA l I FD-302, is being furnished the Birmingham 
Offi ce for its information in view of the current assignment ’ 
of SA| at Birmingham. 


2 



OPTIONAl fO»M NO. 10 
MAY >962 EOtttON 
OSA OEN; REG. NO. 27 


al:l 

HEREIN IS tWCLaSSIFIED: 



Ml l l ll I lK 


b6 

b7 


‘ JJi^ITED STATES GOlpiNMENT 

lemomLdum 


Tolson 

DeLoach . 

Moh: 

Wick , 
Caspqr.t, 


i:z: 


C \ 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. 




DATE. 1/28/67 


SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION G 


Of 


)SNT JOAN AiTZGSRALD KENNEDY 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 



The most recent book by Harold Weisberg entitled ’’Whitewash n - 
The FBI - Secret Service Coverup" is highly critical of the Bureau and 
specifically of the testimony of FBI Laboratory Examiner SA Lyndal L. 
Sliane 3 rfelt. Weisberg previously authored the book "Whitewash” and is now 
,, reported to be writing "Whitewash III. " Harold Weisberg is a Hyattstown, 

’ Maryland, poultry farmer, an ex-State Department employee, and an ex-Senate 
!; investigator who was removed from both positions because of suspicion of being 
ja communist or having communist sympathies. Weisberg had the book printed 
■-imself because he could not interest any publishers in it possibly due to the 
ii libelous nature of its contents. 




r In Whitewash II, Weisberg extensively quotes the testimony of SA Shaneyfelt 
I regarding the examination of the Zapruder film and the re-enactment that was 
fbasad on the Eapruder film. He states that Shaneyfelt "ran the re-enactment 
/ jhat was made essential by the doctrine of the Report" and "the FBI knowingly 

I iiengaged in a reconstruction they knew to be utterly false. " He alleges in 

/ W/hitewash II triat SA Shaneyfelt "was the Commission's photographic e^qpert, " 

"he did or supervised their photographic lab work, ” and "those faces on the 

I I cutting room floor may have been put there by Shaneyfelt. " After establishing 
in the reader's mind that SA ^haneyfelt did all the photographic work he refers 
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Enclosu ■ 

62-109060 
1 - Mr. 
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Mohr 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Exillivan 
1 - Mr. Casoer (Legal Research Desk)' 
1 - Mr. Wick 
i - Mr. Conrad 



- Mr. shaneyfelt 
1 - 62-109090 
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Memorandum to Mr, Conrad dated 1/26/67 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
62-109060 » 


||imceasingly to ’’picture doctoring,” "edited or altered" photographs and the 5 
Ip^destruction of evidence. ” He concludes^with a very specific implication that / 

. ‘SA Shaneyfelt cut out the much-publicized missing frames 208 through 211 of , 

I | tha Sapruder film to coiicsoJ. from the public what really happened during the 
) I assassination. All of these allegations are, of course, completely false, 

I I (Life Magazine has recently admitted having spliced the original Zapruder film 
1 1 and cut out the four frames. ) These frames were not missing in the FBI copy 

_of the film and were considered in all evaluations by the Laboratory and the 

( representatives of the Commission who viewed the FBI copy, SA Shaneyfelt 
made several photographic examinations at the reguest of the Commission but 
did not "run their photographic lab work, ” He assisted in the re-enactment 
I Ibut did not "run it” and, of course, did not edit, doctor, or mutilate any evidence, 
I » Weisberg suggests that’ SA Shaneyfelt may be a perjurer. 




.1 




jl The allegations of Weisberg would appear to be libelous of both the Buread-^ 

[|and SA Shane 3 delt. Accordirgly, in an effort to discourage and stop such highly X. 

i irresponsible and unwarranted attacks against the Bureau on the part of Weisberg an^^ 
others like him, the Bureau may' wish to explore the feasibility of having ia libel. 1 1|§| 
action brought against Weisberg in SA Shaneyfelt’ s name. Factors to be w^ghed^v^^v ^ 
in any such consideration are: (1) Legal estimate of whether successful suit might 
be sustained based on (a) the irresponsible and xnalifdpu^^ statements in 
|opposed to (b) the recent Supreme Court decision holding that news^rtib^^ersons^^ 

I including those who do hot seek publicity have.;ohly a limited right to sue for ,d^agp)s|}f| 
I for false reports that are published about them; and (2) a tactical estimate "as 

I whether a. net gain would accrue, bearirg in mind the greatly increased foruna X 
which such an action would provide for Weisberg, as opposed to the fact tiM he 
apparently forced to publish Ms books privately. ■ - X' 

SA Shaneyfelt, of course, contemplates no action in the matter uihess 
desired by the 'Bureau, x 


wmi 


RE COMMENDATION: 






\ * The Bureau may wish to refer tMs memorandum and the enclosed book 
|"WMtewash H" to the Legal Research Desk for review and consideration as tO whether 
I it might serve as a basis for libel action against Weisberg. 

/ j ' ^ : . \/' 
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n DATE 06-13-2 005 BY 602 3 C AjC BCE/MLY/Sr!W 
:;yNITED STATES Gq|JfRNMENT ^ 


Memorandum 


Iv'Ir. Mohr 


1/31/67 


^ Mfur 

Casper 


^yolson - 
- Z>tiLoocr*_. 

^ Mohr ^ 

^ V/ick 

Ca3poT/..A, 

,-C -Aroci 

/;S;,=5 

(§Mk^ 

Ijt 

/ Trotter 

Tele, Room . 

Holmes 

£ . *’* Gandy 


Uhct: ASSAS2MATION of PREeiDSNT >y^' 'NL, ^ 

JCZIO FITF0FB...1OD FSHNSDY ^ 

DA.LIAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 : d ^ 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMi^^N CONCERNING / .• ;■ ^ 

MAAoM tueislo^d^^ 

Attach ed memorandum of 1/26/67, captioned as above, from 

Mr. I |to Mr. Conrad, concludes by recommending that the Legal /, 0^- 

Research Unit determine whether the statements made against FBI Laboratory 
» Examiner SA Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt are libelous. . For the reasons shown below, 

I the Legal Research Unit concludes that the statements are libelous and that 
I SA Shane 5 delt has a cause of action against the author of Whitewash II. 

The statements made in the book definitely are libelous as to 
5 any ordinary person. They go far beyond the range of fair criticism and clearly 
I charge, in their total context, that Shaneyfelt is a liar, forger, etc. They 
I provide an ample basis on which the ordinary person could sue for libel, slander 
I or defamation of character as the case may be. 


7H.C uv. 


r *'Tf 



A special problem arises in ShaneyfelUs case, however, because 
he is a public employee who has come to some public attention as a result of the 
use of his examinations in the work of the Warren Commission on the assassination 
of the President. If Shaneyfelt is now a "public official” his case would be 
determined by a rule different from that used in deciding an action for libel 
brought by an ordinary person. This rule was laid down clearly by the Supreme 
Court in New York Times, Inc, v. Sullivan, 376 U. S. 254 ( 1964 ), and readc 
as follows: 

1 A public official is allov/ed the civil remedy for libel and slander 

”oi^ if he establishes that the utterance was false and that it was made with 
knowledge of its falsity or in reckless disregard of whether it was false or 
true. " In other words, a public official may successfully sue for libel or slander 
only by proving actual malice and this must be proven by showing that the utterance 
y/as -fcJse and that it was made with knowledge of its fa^^^r in reckless disregard 


■“Ci-A V ' 


Bufjle 32-109060 
“ Mr. Monr 
1 - Mr. DeLoacIi 
i - Mr. Bo,sen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 





i - Mr. Shaneyfelt ^ 
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Msmorandum Jo Jo Casper to Mr. Mohr 
He: Assassination of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedj^ ^ 

Dallas, Texas, 11/22/63 
Miscellaneous Information Concerning 


of "vhether it was true or false. A public official is held to this stricter 

smndara of proof bvjcause the very narare of the position of a public official 

is such that in a free government a great deal of criticism concerning the 

official an 1 his conduct of official affairs must be tolerated. ^ ■ 

The Supreme Court has not clearly defined the term ’’public 
official” for all purposes. As the Court said in Rosenblatt v. Baer, 383 U. S. 

•75 (1966): 

”VYe remarked in New York Times that we had no occasion to 
determine how far dov/n into the lower ranks of government employees the 
Vublic official^ designation would extend for purposes of this rule, or 
otherv/ise to specify categories of persons who v/ould or woiild not be included. " 

After the above language, the Court went on, in Rosenblatt v. 

Baer, to use other qualifying words which we believe clearly indicate that 
SA Shaneyfeit is not a ’’public official” for purposes of suit for libel and slander. r 

The Court said, for example: 

"It is clear, therefore, that the ’public official® designation 
applies at the very least to those among the hierarchy of government 
employees who have, or appear to the public to have, substantial responsibility 
for or control over the conduct of governmental affairs . . . But a conclusion 
that the New York Times malice standards apply could not be reached merely 
because a statement defamatory of some person in government employ catches 
the public’s interest; that conclusion would virtually disregard society’s interest ; 

^ in protecting reputations. The employee’s position must be one which would 

\ invite public scrutiny and discussion of the person holding it, entirely apart 

jfrom the scrutiny and discussion occasioned by the particular charges in controversy."; ; 

From the above language the Legal Research Unit concludes that ; , 

i SA Shaneyfeit is not a ’’public official” for purposes of the law of libel and slander 
I and that, hence, he is not held to the stricter standard of proof applied to a public 
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MGmora'ndum Jo J. Casper to Mr. Mohr 
Re: Assassination of l-resident 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Dallas, Texas, 11/22/63 
Miscellaneous Information Concerning 


' official v/ho sues. Ee is, on the contrary, held only to the ordinary standard 
I of proof which is much easier to meet and which can be amply supported by 
I the defamatory language used in the referenced book. 

if 

It is believed, moreover, that even should SA Shaneyfelt be held 
to be a ’’public official” for this purpose, the referenced book displays such a 
redness disregard for the truth or falsity of charges that are actually false 
that SA Shaneyfelt probably could recover under even the stricter standard 
applied to public officials. 

There are several policy considerations which are not within 
the province of the Legal Research Unit but we mention them for such value 
as they may have in making a decision w' ~ther SA Shaneyfelt should bring suit: 

(1) The author of the referenced book may be inviting a law 
suit to obtain pu’olicity and sales for his book. 

(2) libel in the referenced book is not challenged now, 

I the author may come out with V/hitewash III - a book which he is said to be 

' nov/ writing - and malce in that book additional statements which are even more 
I libelous than those made here. The danger seems considerable if he is not 
' stopped now. 

(3) If SA Shaneyfelt^s integrity ever is questioned in court where 
I he appears in his usual capacity as an FBI Laboratory Examiner and challenged 

^ Vvhth particular reference to the statements made in this book, a bad impression 
I is left, to say the least, if SA Shane 3 ^eit must reply that he took no action in 
I this case. Many might consider failure to take action as a sort of admission 
I of guilt by both SA Shaneyfelt and the FBI. 

. (4) As time passes and SA Shaneyfelt is not challenged in court 

I during regular testimony, his claim for damages should he later consider 
I action in this case is considerably weakened. 
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Re: Assassination of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedly ^ 
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That this memorandum be referred to the FBI Laboratory. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, PORTLAND (89-21) 







The following is 
information for the Bureau. 


is GEORGE MEYERS. 






0\ii 

wt ulOiili . ' r 

M speciAC 

being submitted as a matter ^f cU\s^ 
Involved in the information 

Hdvised on 1/5/Q6 that GEORGE 


^ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

jo¥n7fi tzgerald:i(snn^ 

11/22/637 DALLAS, TEXAS 



o 


MEYERS was\ elected to the National 
Committee ^f the Communist Party (CP) / 
USA, at its 18th National Convention 
held in New York City, 6/22-26/66. 




• 


lU 

i.n 





Jsaid on 1/16/67 that GEORGE ^ 

MEYERS recently was elected chairman vCi; 


of the Labor Commission of the national 
CP organization. 


By report received 2/8/67, 
provided reliable information in the 


who has 


past , ad vised that 
GEORGE MEYERS was present at a meeting of the I 


I Also present was I 



- Bureau (AM) (RM) 
'2 - Portland 


WSBtcfk 
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Special Agem in Chjnrge 


Sent 
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DeLoach 
Wohr 


Casper — 
CciicDGn . 


Mr. Conrad 



2/7/67 


SuilivajA;^ 


.(uBjECT: ASSASSINATION OF 

AAZSID2NT JOHN FITZaTEALD ONNEDY 
DAIilAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 

MISCSLLANSOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Reference is made to my memo to you date^^^G/ 67 concerning the 
libelous nature of the book ’’Whitewash II” b y HaroloWeisberg a nd his 
allegations about the FBI and SA Eyndal L. Shaneyfelt. By memo dated 1/31/67 
Irom Mr. Casper to Mr. Mohr the Legal Research Desk set out their review 
and recommendations concerning this matter. 

Since there is no assurance that any benefit to the Bureau would be 
'.forthcoming i£ SA Shaneyfelt undertook the civil suit against Weisberg and 
Uince SA Shaneyfelt has no desire to obtain a financial advantage therefrom, 

|he contemplates no action. 


RECOMMENDATION: None, For information. 


62-109060 


1 - Mr. Mohr ^ fi 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Casper (Legal Research Desk) 
1 - Mr. V7ick . 

1 - Mr. Conrad /:/ 

1 - MA £■ /eyfelt / 
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1 ^ Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mto Rosen 

2/21/67 

1 - Mto Wick 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr* Branigan 
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f'O'/uBjECT; ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 1 - 

; . ^ JOHN FITZGERALD KENPCY I 1 

r NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS 

K’'; , . ' 

P'% ' I ■ ■ j y 

Assistant to the Director Burrill Petersoiu_ L__ 

^ U. Si Secret Service, telephoned Liaison Supervisor | 

on 2/21/67 and madO: reference to the recent articles in the 
t press coming out of New | Orleans, Louisiana, alleging new 

[ information would be forthcoming concerning the assassinatioq> 

[ of President Kennedy. j \ 

t' _ . ; i ■' ' 

^ Mr. Peterson S^id that Secret Service Director / y, 

tv ^ James J. Rowley received a telephone call on 2/20/6 7 from 

f> I I to the 

g President and was the Acting Press Secretary at Dallas. 

[ Texas, on 11/22/63 J 

J I I 

I ) ^re ported that he had received a telephone call from 

{ Harol j^eisberg . Damascilis, Maryland, the author of 
"Whitewash I" and "Whitewash II," two books on the 
i assess inat ion critical ^f the Warren Commission Report. 

.We is berg told I I that the New Orleans reports are true 

t and tha t he was in possession of infor ination al ong this 

|llne if I I des ired i to review it. | |made no 

V |commitment to Weisberg. I 

f;- ■ V , :j \ ■ . i ^ _ V-' 

|§ , M r. Petetis on Saidi Secret Service planned no 

;/ laction, and ~ | was taking no action and that he was 

I passing On this infiormation to the sBureau for any action 
i iwe desired. . ra 


ACTION: 




For information. 
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I (CUBAN SUIT) . . .. . ■ ' ■ : ‘ i 

% NEW ORLEANS— A. CUBAN. EXILE LEADER TODAY FILED A $1 MILLION LIBEL 
JSUIT AGAINST THE AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER OF "WHITEWASH— THE REPORT 
THE MARRFN roMMT<;c:TnK| rfrMt.*' ^'yO> .:y : 

^ \ NAMED HAROLD WEISBERG'UANDI GAMBI -PUBLICATION 

INC., PUBLISHERS or SAGA MAGAZINE, AS DEFENDiANTS'...IN HIS FEDERAL COURT 
■•SUIT. ' i ' ’! ■ ^ ^ ■'/ - ' 

i r^ ^ ISAID WEIstoc Af^D SAGA, WHICH PUBLISHED SECTIONS OF 
•WHITEWASH," CAUSED HIM -GPJEAT ANNOYANCE. HARASSrCNT AND MORTIFICA- 
TI ON” BY IMPU GNING HIS LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES. 

I \ ohce testif IE d Before w arreIn commission in , 

1 CONNECTION WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD IS CUBAN CONKCCTIONS. 

■ HE SAID WEISBERG ALSd LIBELED HIM BY SAYING HEHW'AS A'iFORMER 
1 OFFICIAL OF THE CASTRO GOVERNMENT UNTIL HE , DEFECT^^^^ 

■■yp: ■ 5/5— TD1244PED , 

mmY'iViWriJ k 

y /#C/ ' ■ 

■NaT ,■ ilHr ■■ 
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^i^Pbn & Harold Weisberg 

Coq d’Or Press hyattstown, md. 20 ' 

Code 301 /WA 6 -2034; TR 4- 4246 


July 10, 1967 



'Hff, Tolson L- 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr^ M^'hr.. 

Mr 


*. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. T)-otter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Kdmes 

Mias Gandy 


Mr. J. Ediliar Hoover 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. G. 

Bear Mr. Eoover, 

On November 25, 1966, you issued 8 presp release attached to which 
was a four-page letter to an unidentified newsman, dated Nov-mber 23. 

About 8 month ago I phoned your agencies and spoke to 
people in an effort to get a copy. The last person to wnom I spoKe is 

0116 of your essistsntis* • 

To date I have not received a copy. I would eppreciate it ve-py much if ^ 
you could send me one. 

Sincerely yours, 



o 

Harold .Veisbepv 
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GT CORRESP^DENCE RECEIVED FROM ^ v> 

HARQLI^ETSRERG-O F ' 

HYATTSTOWN, MARYLAND A p p ^ V 

DATED 7/10/67 A ^ 

BACKGROUND: ^ ^ 

A letter dated 7/lO/d^ has been received from the above- 
captioned individual. Weisberg stated he called the Bureau about a monthl ^ 

ago requesting a copy of a press release issued on 11/25/66 to whiph was 
attached a letter sent to an unidentified newsman. He indicated to date h d 
has not received the material requested. Weisberg apparently has reference ^ 
to the Director's press release of 11/25/66, copy attached, which en^hasized ^ 

a newsman has expressed concern over the rash of books, articles and state ^ 

ments "creating confusion and doubts about the validity of the bindings of the 
Warren Commission regarding the assassination of President^gfifnedy. " y 

. ■ Weisberg is the author of the book entitled "Whitewash =:-The Report 
bn the WarrenReport. " Weisberg' s book is a vitriolic and diabolical criticism 
of the President's Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service, police agencies 
and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination investigation. ^ 
It contains inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts to fit his 
own purpose. He was one of ten employees fired summarily by the State 
Department durii^ 1947 because of suspicion of being a communist or having ^ 
communistic sympathies. Later, he was allowed to resign without prejudice, 
but he was not restored to his former position. In 1961, Weisberg and his 
wife filed a claim against the Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act 
in the aitwi^ of $9,950 for damages allegedly sustained in their poultry business 
as a re^^t of low-flying helicd^l^^^Z.The case was tried, and the codlt directed 
judgm^t in the Weisbergs’ favor ih *the%®bunt of $750.^.^ 3? P 

L /<^ * - 

^ ^ /Our files contain no record of thejpoq d'Or PresS; 

Enclosure^ ^ /-ktin • ■ 

1 - Mr. Wick ^Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach i. 
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Morrell to Wick memo 

RE: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM 
HAROLD WEISBERG 


OBSERVATIONS: 

In view of the above information as well as the tone of 
his letter, no acknowledgement should be made of the receipt of Weisberg’s 
letter. 

RE COMMENDATION: 

That no acknowledgement be made of Weisberg’s letter 

dated 7/10/67. 
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In Repfyf Please Refer to 
FUe yVo. 




uniteiTstates department of JUSTTCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


November 25, 1966 


On November 21, 1966, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, received a letter from a newsman 
expressing concern over the rash of books, articles and statements which 
are ’’creating confusion and doubts about the validity of the findings of 
the Warren Commission regarding the assassination of President Kennedy. ” 
The newsman said that one of the ’’conflicts” concerned the alleged variance 
of the results of the medical examination of the President’s body, recorded 
in FBI reports dated December 9, 1963, and January 13, 1964, and the 
official autopsy report. 

The newsman said he would appreciate any comment 
Mr. Hoover would make concerning these matters. 

The newsman requested that Mr. Hoover prepare a state- 
ment regarding the alleged conflict between information reported by the 
FBI and the autopsy report. 

By letter dated November 23, 1966, to the newsman, 

Mr. Hoover said he shared tiie concern of the newsman regarding the 
criticisms of the Warren Commission ’s findings. He pointed out that 
while the critics had every right to state their views, they ’’should show 
more regard for the facts on record. They have i^ored d§rtain facts, 

/oo- Zs/93^ - \P 

misinterpreted others, and repressed pure speculation as truth. ” 

mENCLOsURB? 



# • 

Mr. Hoover sent the newsman the attached statement 
and stated, *'I am speaking only for the FBI, not for any other agency 
or group involved in any phase of the inquiry into the assassination of 
President Kennedy. *' 

Enclosure 
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ALX INFORMATIOM CCWfATMED 

November 23, 1966 

i 

The Warren Commission and its findings concerning 
the assassination of President Kennedy currently are being severely 
criticized. The conclusions of the Commission, especially its con- 
clusion that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the assassination, have 
been openly challenged. 

In support of their speculations, some of the critics 
allege, among other things, that there is a ’’conflict” between portions 
of two FBI reports and the official autopsy report regarding the wounds 
found in the President’s body. 

While there is a difference in the information reported by 
the FBI and the information contained in the autopsy report concerning 
the wounds, there is no conflict. The FBI reports record oral statements 
made by autopsy physicians while the examination was being conducted 
and before all facts were known. The autopsy report records the final 
findings of the examination. 

Briefly, this is what happened. The autopsy was conducted 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital on the evening of November 22, 1963, Two 

/OO'SS 


b6 

• ‘ b7C 

• • 

FBI Agents were present. They reported that 

chief autbpsy surgeon, located what appeared to be a bullet hole in the 
back below the shoulder and probed it to the end of the opening with a 
finger. The examining physicians were unable to explain why they 
could find no bullet or point of exit. 

Unknown to the Agents, the physicians eventually were 
able to trace the path of the bullet through the body. On the morning 

of November 23, 1963, contacted doctors who treated the 

President at Parkland Hospital in Dallas, Texas, the previous day and 
confirmed his assumption that a tracheotomy had been performed using 
a bullet hole in the front of the neck as the point of incision. 

The information reported by the Agents present during 
the autopsy was summarized on page 18 of the FBI report dated 
December 9, 1963, Meanwhile, the clothing worn by the President 
when he was shot was examined in the FBI Laboratory, This examination 
revealed a small hole in the back of his coat and shirt and a slit charac- 
teristic of an exit hole for a projectile in the front of the shirt one inch 
below the collar button, A nick on the left side of the tie knot, possibly 
caused by the same projectile which passed through the shirt, also was 
noted. 
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These findings clearly indicated the examining physician’s 
early observation that the bullet penetrated only a short distance into the 
President's back probably was in error. Since this observation had 
been included in the FBI report of December 9, 1933, another reference 
was made to it in the report of January 13, 1964, in conjunction with the 
Laboratory findings to point up this probability. 

The FBI and the Warren Commission each received a 
copy of the official autopsy report on December 23, 1963, from Secret 
Service following a specific request for this document. Since the FBI 
knew the Commission had a copy of the official autopsy, its contents 
were not repeated in an FBI report. 

Recently the charge has been made that the FBI altered 
the film of the assassination taken by Abraham Zapruder. This is 
totally false. The FBI never had the original Zapruder film in its 
possession — it was purchased by a national magazine. The FBI obtained 
a copy of the original uncut film and reproduced this for the Commission 
which since has turned it over to National Archives. 

At the direction of President Johnson, the FBI conducted 
a prompt, intensive, objective and thorough investigation of the assas- 
sination. The results of this investigation were accurately reported to 
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the Warren Commission. Not one shred of evidence has been 
developed to link any other person in a conspiracy with Oswald to 
assassinate President Kennedy, All available evidence and facts 
point to one conclusion — that Oswald acted alone in his crime. 
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fir. C. D. De Loach 
I'lr. To L. Bishop 
'Ir* r-’osen 

DATEiNoveinber IS, IS 67 


SUBJECT: 


Bram/fan 


ASSASSINATION OF PNESIB; 

<J UTiis j.' i. lAG'iiix Aiji.1 il.hxTi'ljLjiJY' 

NOVSNBExS 22, 1963, 


Mr. W, 


Co Sullivan 
A. Bra nig an 
Ivl. Raupach 
E, LenihPn 


Tolson 

DeLoach 

/ **Cc/iper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

Fell 

Gale 5^ 

5^ 

SuiiivoSAJL 

Tcvel — 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes r- 

Gandy 


LALLAN 


TETAxS 


News media 11/15/67 reported Harold ?/eisberg is wi'iting 
a. series of seven books attacking the i?arren Cormaission Report, 
Neisberg’s latest' book is reportedly entitled ’’Oswald. in i . 

Nev/ Orleans: Case for Conspiracy V/ith the CIA." The Director ly 

has instructed that he be furnished an analj/sis of a,ilegations 
against the FBI atti'ibuted to Weisberg by news media. 

B ACKGROUND OF L’SISBERG ; 

Weisberg is the author of the book entitled "Whitev/ash- 
The Report of the ’Ta^rren Report." This book is a vitriolic and 
diabclica.1 criticism of the Wari’en Commission, the FBI, the 
Secret Service, police agencies and other branches of the 
United States Governuient, It contains inaccuracies, falsehoods (u) 


iliberate slanting of facts to 


Wei sbei’g s purpose . 


1 Weisberg nvas one of ten employees fired summarily by the ^/ 

State Department dui'ing 194? because of suspicion of being a 
communist or having commEuiist sympathies, La.ter he wa.s allowed 
I to resign without prejudice but was not restored to his former 
|position. Weisberg ha.s been in conta.ct with Soviet officials 

! in this country and ha.s entertained these officials at his farm 
at Hyattstown, Maryland, whei''a Weisberg raises chickens; 


raxses cnxckens; 


r 4 JjY J S 


OF I7EISBSRG’S CURRENT ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE 


Weisberg claims | 

1 visited the Oswal< 


I a irxenQ ox 

apartment in Dallas prior 


NL ! I the a.s sassination and no ted writings of Ka.rl Marx. Weisberg 

1 1 claims! j phoned the FBI and v/as told that Oswald, / 

v/as a.Iim~g,'ht. Wcisbox'-a ’ s allegat ions a.re corn n le te 1 v f al s o . 

1 1 friend of I and 

befoi-e the Wa,rren Commission. In her testimony she 


,rien1 


Woi sbox'-T ’ s alleaati ons a.re 


\* stated she noted a book by Karl. Marx in Oswa.ld ’ s a,pai 
1 1 Sh e did not clai m this data v/as called to the attentj 

i’°" ^ 3)S'/9 3 Jp 

62-106060 ^ \fersi^D-5r 

ElxemDt from iJBSB^ategory 


;men c , 


Classified'^^ 
ji--'*' Eixempt from 

Date Ot Desiai 






ORIGmAL FILED IN ^ 



Memoi-anduni to Mr. 17. C. Sullivan 

H^er^SSASSINATICN OS’ PRSSID3iiT JOHN FITSGHR/lLD E3HNEDY 
62-100060 




2c TJoisberg clairiis that the I-’BI v/ithheld data, iroin the 
Coraraission indicating Guy Banister, a former FBI Agent, v/as active in 
1 anti-Ca,sti’o Cuban riiatters and sha.red a building where a Central 
[intelligence Agency (CIA) anti-Casti’O Cuban group wa.s located. Weisberg 
I alleges Oswald ha,d connection v/ith this a.nti-Castro CIA group. 


During our investiga.tion we developed no infoi’nation Oswald 
had any connection with Guy Banister or with any anti-Ca,stro Cuban group 
located in the building v;-here Banister’s office was located. Vie w 

detei’vained a.n a.nti-Castro Cuban group had been in this building in 
1961-62 but left this building sometime in 1962, alsiost one year before 
Lee Harvey Oswald arrived in New Orleans in Api'i!, 1963. Such data was 
fui'nished to the i/arren Couimission. 


J the barren oormnxssxon ana 
1 of Banister ’ s background . 


vfeisberg alleges FBI misrepresexited Banister’s address to yj 
mission and also neglected to inform the Warren Commission 


The FBI did not misrepresent Banister’s address. Banister 
office a.ddress was 531 Lafaj/ette Street, It so happened this was a 
corner building and thex-e v/ei'-e exits on Lafayette Street and on Camp 
; Street. The lo.tter enti’ance carried a Camp Street address. We found 
no indication Banister avex’ knew Oswald and consequently thei'‘e was ■ 


lew Oswald and consequently thei'‘e was 


no I'eason for us to furnish Wari'en Commission background data I'egarding 
Banister. 


I;c! V;f' 


4. Weisberg alleges that an unnamed witness tried to tell 
r/ax-ren Commission counsel that the FBI v/as involved in a.nti-Castro 


toabaa groups in New Orleans but ' that this v/itness was then threatened by 


I |che FBI 
ll|.7itne£S 
doc- 


It is iiot known whom Weisbex-'g is refex’ring to as this xinnamed 
'The allegation is absolutely false. Weisberg alleges that the 
:-ed a picture depicting the sixth floox' v/indov; of the Texas . ] 
>k Depository building where Oswald allegedly v/as standing. ^ 


I |School Book Depository building where Oswald allegedly v/as standing. ^ 
||Weisberg claimed the FBI eliminated more than 90 pox-cent of the picture. 
IjWeisberg alleged tha.t ”J. Edgai- Hcovex-’ knew this suppi-essed pictui’e . 
||showeo the Presidential motorcade directly in front of’ the Texas School 
Hsook Dei50sitory Building.” 


It is not known v/hat picture Weisberg is speakixxg of. The FBI 
pdoctored no film. We conducted exhaustive investigation in an effort to 
Hfind any film depicting the Texas School Book Depository building , 
sixth flcox' v/indov/ -whex-e Oswald was stationed when the Px'osiden-tial \ / 
motox*cade passed in front of the building. We v/ere unsuccessf'ul in our 
at'te'apts to find such photogi-aph and it appea.rs no one possesses sxich 
photograph. We did, of course, locate i'uciividuals who did see Oswald 
or his gun i'n the windoxv in question at the time the Presidential 
motorcade :oassed this building'. « ^ ^ 


ACTION: 




fox' the Dx'recxoj 

‘ I 


iirxorriia-txon. ( 

f /p 
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WE IS BERG 11/15 \*JA 
OR AMS ‘-SUN NOV, 19 OR . THERE.AFTER 
ITOP.’S NOTE! HAROLD WEISBERG, A ' 
IGENCE .^J^LALYST, IS CONVINCED THAT 
TED A ”vJHITEWASK*' OF THE KENNEDY 
N FIVE BOOKS IN A PLANNED SERIES 
D HIS CONCLUSIONS, THE MOST RECEN 
S* CASE. FOR CONSPIRACY WITH THE 


CASE FOR CONSPIRACY WITH THE 
WRITTEN FOR UPl, DESCRIBES WKA 
COMMISSION’S I N VE S T I G A T 1 0 N . ) 


FORMER INVESTIGATOR .AND 
• THE WARREN COMMISSION 
ASSASSINATION. HE HAS 
OF SEVEN EXPLAINING HOW HE 
!T BEING ’’OSWALD IN NEW 
CIA," THE FOLLOWING 
Uf HE CONSIDERS GAPS IN THE 


: BY HAROLD WE IS BERG 

(DISTRIBUTED BY UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 
CAN A PRESIDENT BE KILLED AND CONSIGNED TO HISTORY WITH THE 
DUBIOUS. EPITAPH OF A FAKE INQUEST? IF THIS HAPPENS, IS THE COUNTRY 
SAFE? IS THE INSTITUTION OF THE PRESIDENCY SECURE? CATv’ .ANY 
PRESIDENT THEREAFTER BE WITHOUT APPREHENSION THAT THE SAME THING 
CAN HAPPEN TO KIM? 

THE .ANSWER OF THE GOVERNMENT IS "YES" TO ALL THESE AND THE 
MANY MORE QUESTIONS LEFT WHEN PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY WAS SO 
COLDLY MURDERED FOUR YE.ARS AGO, THE OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION LEFT 
MORE QUESTIONS UN.ANSWEPTID THAN IT BEGAN WITH AND AI'ISWERED NONE WITH 
FINALITY, 

I AM ONE OF A SMALL BAND WHO INSIST THAT THE KINDEST DESCRIPTION 
OF THE WARREN COMMISSION REPORT IS THAT IT IS ERRONEOUS, NEW 
ORLEANS DISTRICT ATTORNEY JIM G.ARRISON, WHO IS CONDUCTING HIS 
OWN INVE.STIGATION OF LOC.AL ASPECTS OF THE ASSASSINATION, DESCRIBES 
THE MURDER AS AN "EXECUTION," DAILY, AS I CONTINUE MY OWN 
INVE.STIGATION, I AM INCREASINGLY IN ACCORD WITH THIS DESCRIPTION, 
THE MORE ONE STUDIES THE OFFICI.AL PRINTED EVIDENCE — THE 
.(WORD IS ENTIRELY INAPPROPRIATE AS LAWYERS USE IT -- THE MORE IT IS 
APPARENT THAT THERE WAS, INDEED, A "COVERUP," AS G.ARRISON PUTS IT. 


.THE MCP£ ONE PRIES LOOsf EVIDENCE IGNORED BY THE COMMISSION, THE MORE 
'Uf'l AVOIDABLE IS THE CONCLUSION THAT ONE REASON FOR THIS COVERUP IS TO 
PROTECT... THE CIA, 

“ — — T'tT TTN'iTM/^T TJUTr*ll 
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ENCLOSUES 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICI 


.^1 0" 


J. IvOULD LIKE TO GIVE A Fil^VJ SAnyLLii Ui* IHJl. AIINU ur £, v VVHJ.W 1 J 

•i makes an entirely public investigation (THE UARREN PROCEEDINGS 

■i'll-JERE ENTIRELY IN SECPE;T) A MINIMUM CONDITION FOR THE SURVIVAL OF 
1 DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. 

' CONTRARY TO UKAT SOME SAY. TO CONCLUDE THAT THE WARREN REPORT 
IS WRONG . DOES NOT REQUIRE BELIEF THAT THE COMMISSIONERS AND EVERY 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE EMPLOYE DOWN TO THE CHARWOMEN WERE PART OF A 
GRAND CONSPIRACY. I BELIEVE THE rSMBERS OF THE COMMISSION- 
rCN ALREADY OVERLY COMMITTED TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE, DID NOT HAVE THE 
TIME TO REALLY. RU^J THE INVESTIGATION. FEWER THAN A SIXTH OF 
WKAT WERE EUPHEMISTICALLY CALLED -’HEARINGS” HAD EVEN A SINGLE 
COMMISSIONER IN ATTENDANCE. 

5 MOST WERE CONDUCTED IN WKAT AMOUNT TO BACK ROOMS IN DALLAS AMD 
NTEW. ORLEANS- WITH A STAFF LPWYER EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS, 

A STENOGRAPHER AND A WITNESS HAPPY AT THE EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS, 
ALONE PRESENT. THIS IS A MECHANISM GUARANTEED TO PRESENT TEMPTATIONS 
THAT AMERICAN LAWYERS- TRAINED IN THE ADVERSARY SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, 
IaPZ ILL PREPARED TO COPE WITH. 

OUR JUDICIAL SYS'iEM PRESUPPOSES THE ACTIVE OPPOSITION OF 
ANOTHER SIDE, THE CONTROL OF A JUDGE WHO INTERPRETS THE RULES 
CALLED LAWS AND PROCEDURES, AND CROSS-EXAMINATION, TRULY DESCRIBED 
AS THE GREATEST MACHINE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF TRUTH. 

‘ ALL OF THESE WERE MISSING WHEN THE GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATED THE 
UMURDER OF PRESIDENT. KENNEDY. HERE IS A SAMPLE OF THE CONSEQUENCES, 
IfFROM A. DOCUMENT FOR. WHICH THE COMMISSION FOUND NO SPACE, 
f ANNA MELLER IS ONE. OF THE WOMEN IN THE DALLAS -FORT WORTH 
UrUSSIAM-EXILE COMMUNITY WHO SOUGHT TO HELP MARINA OSWALD. NOTING 
I THE WRITINGS OF KARL MARX IN THE OSWALD APARTMENT, SHE EXPRESSED 
j HER CONCERN TO HER HUSBAND. HE PHONED THE FBI. ' 

.. ASSISTANT' COUNSEL WESLEY J. LIEBELER (NOW A PROFESSOR OF 
LAW. AT THE UNIVERSITY OF C.ALIFOR.NI A AT LOS ., ANGELES ) QUESTIONED 
MRS. iCLLER IN A DALLAS ”BACX ROOM” BEGINNING 9 A.M. MARCH 25, 196A. 
FROM HIS GREETING, «COME IN- MR. AND MRS. MELLER, AND SIT DOWN," WE 
1 KNOW.TK.AT TEOFIL feCLLER WAS PRESENT, LIEBELER ASKED NOT A SINGLE 
1 QUESTION OF HIM. 

INSTEAD, HE REDUNDANTLY INQUIRED ABOUT THE NUMBER OF LOAVES 
OF BREAD MARINA HAD BEEN GIVEN. AS THOUGH THIS WAS THE ESSENCE OF THE 
, ASSASSINATION. HE ALSO IGNORE!) A DOCUMENT IN HIS POSSESSION, 

THE official REPORT OF DALLAS DETECTIVES F. A. KELLIMGHAUSEN 


AND SIT DOWN," WE 


SINGLI 


ASSAS- 


US* ^ ± O J, 


DATED FEB, 


19SA 


DOCUr^NT SAYS. THAT. WHEN TEOFIL MELLER "CHECKED WITH THE FBI 


lEY TOLD 
:fore THI 


THAT OSWALD WAS ALL 


ASSASSINATION. 


I T.TA.S "ALL WIGHT" 
HiN IT- ASKED NO 
(WHICH IMPLIES T 


;mpl 11 


TO THE FBI? 
QUESTIONS — 
HE OPPOSITE? 


OSW.AlD'. 
AND IKE 
MADE NO 


BIGHT." 

the" "DEFECTOR" TO RUSSIA, 
COMMISSION HAD NO INTEREST 
REFERENCE TO THIS IN ITS REPORT, 


MCRENX957PI 


0-20 (Hev. 7-27-67) 
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■I WEISBERG 11/15 ¥A 

i ADV FOR AMS SUN NOV 19 OR THEREAFTER 

I 1ST ADD vJEISBERG .UNDATED 295A XXX OPPOSITE? 

'l .THE REPORT SPEAKS Pi:PETI TIOUSLY OF OSWALD'S SO-CALLED 
"DEDICATION TO COMMUNISM AND MARXISM," THE TRUTH IS THAT THE 
COMMISSION'S EVIDENCE INCLUDED HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HIS WRITING AND 
SPEAKING UNVARYINGLY EXPRESSING THE GREATEST HATRED AND CONTEMPT 
FOR RUSSIA, 

THEN THERE IS TIT: OFFICIAL MISREPRESENTATION OF OSWALD AS 
PRO-CASTRO. MY LATEST BOOK. "OSWALD IN NEW ORLEANS," TRACES HIS 
PHONY NON-EXISTENT NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER OF THE ’’FAIR PLAY 
FOR CUBA COMMITTEE." HIS OWN INVENTION, AND THE RETURN ADDRESS 
' HE STAMPED ON HIS , lIl'ERATURE , 5UU CAM? STREET, 
i WHAT THE WARREN REPORT DOES NOT TELL US IS THAT THE CUBAN 
n REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, .WHICH, WITH ITS SUCCESSORS ALSO IHAD AN OFFICE 
'.j THERE, WAS FORMED BY THE CIA', OSWALD'S CONNECTIONS 
5\0ERE WITH THE CIA-CUBANS. 

1 THE FBI AND SECPUT SECRET SERVICE ALSO WITHHELD FROM THE 


COMMISSION THE IDENTITY OF 


LATE GUY BANISTER, WIHO LIKEWISE 


SIHAD AN OFFICE IN THIS SAKE BUILDING, BANISTER ARRANGED FOR THE 
ICUBANS TO GET THE OFFICE SPACE THERE, 

THE FBI MI SP.E PRESENTED THIS BY GIVING BANISTER'S ADDRESS AS 
I 531 LAFAYETTE STREET, THIS -IS A CORNER BUILDING, BOTH 
I ADDRESSES ARE THE SAME. ONLY THE THICKNESS OF A FLOOR SEPARATED THE 
CUBAN OFFICE FROM BANISTER’S. , 

f| THE FBI NEVER TOLD THE COMMISSION THAT BANISTER OPERATED A 
IIdETECTIVE agency, WAS A VIOLENT RACIST, WAS IN ON CLANDESTINE U,S,- 
liLATIN AMERICAN OfeRATIONS, AND WAS A FORMER FBI AGENT. 

WKE;. MUNITIONS STOLEN BY THE CUBANS WERE STORED IN NEW ORLEANS, 

-i 536 23i{ . - 




JSiJCLOSUREl 
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• 5 WHEN KUNITIOMS STOLEN BY THE CUBANS WERE STORED IN‘ NEW ORLEANS, 
JtHEY were stacked in BANISTER’S, office IN A QUANTITY THAT COULD HAVE 
I WRECKED MUCH OF DOWNTOWN NEW ORLEANS, NEARBY IS THE REILY COFFEE 
COMPANY. WHERE OSWALD WORKED. AND THE CRESCENT CITY GARAGE, 

1 WHERE HE HUNG OUT. THE FBI AND SECRET SERVICE USED THIS GARAGE. 
h NONE OF THIS, IS IN THE WARREN REPORT OR ITS PRINTED ’’EVIDENCE,” 
NOR IS THE FACT THAT A WITNESS WHO TRIED TO TELL LIEBELER OF 
iffHE FBI INVOLVErCMT WITH THESE CUBAN GROUPS WAS IMMEDIATELY 
‘f'lTHREATENED BY THE FBI. LIEBELER WOULD NOT LET HIM TALK WHEN HE 


LTRIED. 

• T’rESE ARE BUT SOME OF THE INDICATIONS OF OSWALD’S REAL CONNECTIONS, 
'll BELIEVE HE WAS FRAMED. I INTERPRET THE COMMISSION’S OWN EVIDENCE 
'AS INDICATING. THAT W ACTUALLY KILLED NO ONE — NOT THE PRESIDENT AND 
'NOT DALLAS POLICEMAN J, D. TIPPIT. THE COMMISSION’S 
iOWN EVIDENCE I'EANS TO JE THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN AT THE SCENE OF 
lEITKER CRIME WHEN. IT WAS COMMITTED. 

. AT THE ASSASSINATION SCENE- ALL THE CREDIBLE EVIDENCE INDICATES TO i 
THAT OSWALD WAS ON THE FIRST #LOOR OF THE BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING 
R.ATHER THAN THE . SIXTH FLOOR. AND PRIOR TO THE TIPPIT KILLING, HE 
> WAS L.AST SEEN WAITING FOR A BUS GOING IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. THE 
• COMMISSION'S OWN TIME RECONSTRUCTION COULDN’T GET HIM TO THE SCENE 
P'|OF THE TIPPIT CRIME U^NTIL flW MINUTES AFTER IT WAS ON THE POLICE 

./V NOX^ AS FOR THE RIFLE ALLEGEDLY USED BY OSWALDS THE RIFLE’S 
WIPURCKASE WAS TRACED TO OSWALD BY bt^TESTED HANDWRITING TESTIMONY 
iONLY. THE RIFLE WAS NEVER SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN IN HIS POSSESSION. THE 
I'BULLET found — I THINK PLANTED .AT THE HOSPITAL W.AS TIED TO 
ITHE rifle BUT NOT TO THE ASSASSINATION. HAD IT BEEN USED IN THE 
IaSSASSIN.ATION, THIS COULD HAIT: been proven, in the TESTIMONY, 

|N0 SUCK EFFORT WAS MADE, SPECTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS WERE, AND STILL ARE, 
‘SUPPR^'SS^’D 

p ' TKERE^XISTS — ALSO SUPPRESSED UNTIL I MADE IT PUBLIC — A PICTURE 
IMPART OF .AN. AMATEUR. MO VIE) T.AKEN AT THE MOMENT OF THE ASSASSINATION, 

-|1 SHOWING TKT; SIXTH-FLOOR WINDOW IN XHnICH OSW.ALD' ALLEGEDLY WAS, 


I NEITHER HE NOR .ANYONE 


NOR A RIFLE 


I CONTEND THE FBI DOCTORED THIS PICTURE IN PRESENTING 


TO THE 


If COMMISSION. IT ELIMIMAITD MORE THAN 90 PER CENT OF THE PICTURE. THE 
lIlPRESIDENTIAL MOTORCADE IS NOT IN THIS CROPPED VERSION. YET J. EDGAR 
illHOOVER KNEW THIS SUPPRESSED PICTURE, IN HIS WORDS. SKOXXED THE 
I:K”PRESIDENTIAL, MOTORCADE... BIP2:CTLY IN FRONT OF THE TEXAS 
'*L"SCH00L BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING." 

,.f I HAVE SEEN. FRAMES OF THIS MOVIE. THERE IS NO DOUBT THERE WAS NO 
IASSASSIM IN THAT SIXTH FLOOR WINDOW WHEN THE PRESIDENT W.AS UNDER IT. 
HtHIS is the time when the assassin WOULD HAVE H.AD TO BE SIGHTING, 
Ir.ACCORDING TO THE OFFICI.AL VERSION, THIS W.AS, AS I BELIEVE THE 
■• COMMISSION'S EVIDENCE CLE.ARLY SHOWS, AFTER THE FIRST SHOT HAD BEEN 
■•FIRED. 


% 


% 


THAT THESE FACTS REQUIRE PRIVATE IN'/ESTIGATION WHEN THERE WAS AN 
f OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION AND WHEN THE OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION 
: DELIBERATELY SUPPRESSED THEM IS ONLY PART OF THE PROOF OF THE URGENT 
5^ED FOR A FULL AND ENTIRELY PUBLIC OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION. BY A BODY 
WITH THE POWER AND WILLINGNESS TO PUNISH PERJURY AND OTHER ILLEGALITIES, 
WHICH THIS COMNISSSIOM TOLERATED AMD COVERED UP. 

I PROPOSE A METHOD BY WHICH WE CAN :I''TABLISK ENOUGH FACT TO JUSTIFY 
SUCH A PUBLIC. OFFICIAL I N^/ESTIGATTON . 

I LET ALL THOSE WHO WERE COMMISSION STAFF LAWYERS SELECT, SAY, 

A HALF-DOZEN , OF THEIR NUMBER TO CONFRONT ME IK PUBLIC, UNREHEARSED, 
BEFOPvE NEWSPAPER. AT'] D RADIO REPORTERS AND TV CAMERAS. ' LET US DISCUSS 
THE REPORT. AMD THE MISUSED, MISREPRESENTED, DESTROYED AND 
SUPPRE S SE D E V I DEN CE . 

I THERE WILL TSN BE LITTLE DOUBT OF THE ESSENTIALITY OF A NEW 
I INVESTIGATION. OF THE NEED FOR IT TO BE PUBLIC AMD IN AS CLOSE 
APPROXIMATIOKYOF a COURT .PROCEEDING AS POSSIBLE, AND ABOVE ALL, THAT 
I NONE OF IT BE HIDDEN FROM THE PRESS. 

, THE POWERFUL GOVERNMENT THAT ACKNOWLEDGES IT DID WRONG AND THEN 
PLEDGES. TO THE DEGREE POSSIBLE, CORRECTION OF ITS WRONG, EARNS THE 
RESPECT'D? MANKIND,. NOT ITS CONTEMPT. IF THE UNITED STATES 
■ GOVERNMENT IS..WORRIED ABOUT ITS TARNISHED INTERNATIONAL IMAGE, LET IT 
EARN RESPECT BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MUST BE REALLY, 

‘ VIGOROUSLY, IN VE S T I G A TE D . 

s I CAN IMAGINE NO MORE FITTING COMMEMORATION OF THIS MURDER. 

I NOR ONE THAT CAN DO OUR COUNTRY MORE GOOD. 
a ADV FOR AMS SUTJ NOV. 19 OR THEREAFTER 
j JD10A5PES 
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■ -•■-'•■ vfelsberg is the author/of' the bopk' entitled, . \'WJ^it^ 

fb'-ftHihpWarre^n This book is. ^a-vitri-oMov^hi^r^^^^^ 

iJ'eriticism ''of ., the Warreti . Commission, '“''the'' FBI-,':.. 

and other branches of tpjectirhiteiE^I^J^^ 

' r^ent;^ - It:{ contains,' . inaccuraciesirj -jfdlf 

r ‘slaht ing' -of V facts to f it^ . Weisberg ^s-rpdrpds 


m 4 m:mk- 

;•• > .=■ 


individuals Iwho kiiled, President Kennedy but ,, are 

‘infprmaiiph'';^';f:H^^^ ' - - - 

i.' CIA, and several other 

3i'p:~thi s .;' suppr'esdion' ■ of .,:; evidence',,.: ,:.y • ; .■,• . . ,... ;.• .-. . . .■ 

.v- v r, ■ , i.,.. v;.- , ,,;^„- . -;,i, 

Welsbeig alleged that a Cuban refugee;,;inipvised^^ ^ 




‘ ^^srizlcmj . ■• , Cki5tftedby~44ji .^3 
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RSi.Vjo^^ SHOW ; 
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•this - woman * s .fxnformation-.:^--The- woman 
Cuban refugee. Qdio's allegation was completely .1 
results disseminated by us to the Warren Commission^ 
case and Oswald was on a bus ' en route to Mexico when .v „ i, 

■'Leon Oswald ■■£;"■ 

■ • T .-.,V V ■■■•', 






Weisberg claimed 


•->CA 



Associated Press photographer;^ 

took a picture at” the time the Presidential motorcade , was: passing. , 

! front of the Texas School; Book Depository just a second or two ^pr 
thb assassination v. Wet sbei^g ’ claims , this photograph .discloses ■ an 
iia^il’iduai who appea,red tb be Lee Harvey Oswald standing inr thej/dopr^ 
of tfea nap nsi torv building. This is an Old .allegaiiJbn'‘;;;made;hy 4 
r1 !■ ; and. cthers'.;f;;;The!=individual standing itt;;tberboorwpy c;|^^ 

J Depository building i!,s Billy N. Lovelady, an employee of , the. building^;^4' 
Lbvelady has Identified the picture in question as' one, of him, This^'-vi^i 
* has ’been . corroborated by. a number of Lovelady’s f ellow, employees 
wefc tsside him' at the,, time the picture was taken,; Weisberg attempted.j|/ 
tb, discredit: by pointing oirt ; Lovell Claimed; to,, be wear Ihg ^M 

^H"xerenf ■^^hxrt’-’bn the*~day in questxon.'rto that. depicted in.-] 

'hhotbgraphV r Lovelady has; since clarified this statement and has - 
if xeS^lhe" shirt fhe was ' wearing in-' the" doorway's^^p# 

■*f ■' t ; h*‘; V? v'.' ■’■r''” f':x 




that just recently he received a 
unidentified ,.indi^ who told him Lee Harvey. Oswald; posses^dli^^ 

l-’^Tbph^ebfet;'^ clearance” while; in the ’-Marine-. Corps", ,',r 'The;.^^^ 

Ull^htiOh-Ss-bbsolutely false. Oswald never held such highr;s|o%.l^y^ 


tyr'i'SZ 

fra' 




,j clSarahce^)5p^f^^^ ^'bfricotir se ; “;'ii 0 l-d^' .af ■ c learauce^^f of -i. 
2^^^;.:|dat^Hvhi¥ih^^^^ |Iarine training - document s_;,and: 

oWeisbergtciaimsi, that Oswald .was not a communist-*,?-- H®’; 


^«*^|’^P^fct^Sw|;ld..’.;4-Tcp;^^ .'defection/to-l’Busslfew^X^^ 

.■' l^ech^n^^Biu . Qonceal-'- his true political?^ 





Government 


was obvious that Joe Pyne, .host of the- prpgramVi^'wras^^^ 
unable or iunwillihg to recognize. Weisberg falsp;f tatb^^ 
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^ '7., , . For information’. We have previously furnished data J;Cpncp£pxn^ 

Weisberg ’s scurrilous background to zha White House, ’and 
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-Tir-itz: 


A. Roseti^/)' 


SUBJECT: assassination of president 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 
DMAAS, TEXAS 


DAI E: October 3, 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Mallev 
1 - I ~| 

1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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SYNOPSIS 


O 


Harold Weisberg. 


the author of several books, the 


first of which was entitled "Whitewash^.- The Report of the 
y/arren Report," was a guest on a radio program called "Sundaj^ 
Dialogue" featured by Radio Station WAVA on 9/22/68. This v/as 
a 2 -hour show which also included questions and ansv/ers from 
the listening public. Weisberg was obviously trying to. pro- 
mote his new book entitled "Coup d’ etat" which he stated as 
yet has not been published. He stated that "Lee Harvey Oswald 
'did not kill anyone" and those that were responsible for the 
jsssassination of President Kennedy were members of the "Central 
iintelligence Agency (CIA), Military Industrial Complex," and 
:that the official story of the Kennedy assassination is false. 
V/hen Weisberg was asked who' killed Kennedy, he said he did not 
knov/. The FBI v/as mentioned on several occasions as was other 
a.gencies of the Government. Weisberg has continued attacks, 
las he has done in the past, against the Warren Commission, the 
j 3I, Secret Service, police agencies, and other branches of 
Ithe United States Government. Weisberg v;as one of 10 employees 
'! fired by the State Department during 1947 because of suspicion 
|of being a Communist or having Communist sympathy. However, 
■later he was allowed to resign without prejudice but was not 
restored to his previous position. Complete background data 
'concerning Weisberg has previously been furnished to the White 
House and to the Attorney General. 3S~/ 
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ACTION : 


NOT RECORDED 

The tape recording of this 2-hlM3P(^h330,^6j5fe rev.iev;ed. 
a continuation of Weisberg *s attacks against the 


This is 

y/arren Commission, the Bureau, and other— Gevemewani-Agencies. 
No further action is required, and these tapes will be filed 
for permanent retention 
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•s Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERADD KENNEDY 

DETAILS: Harold Weisberg appeared on a radio program entitled 

"Sunday Dialogue" over Radio Station WAVA 9/22/68. This show was 
tape recorded and was 2 hours in length. A portion of the show 
was a question and answer period wherein the listening public 
v;ould call in asking specific questions which Weisberg ansv/ered. 

Weisberg was obviously promoting a new book entitled 
"Coup d* etat" which he said was not published yet. He mentioned 
that he in the past has had difficulty getting his books 
published and although he was not directly soliciting funds, he 
indicated he would accept donations. 

Weisberg stated "Lee Harvey Oswald did not kill anyone". 
He claimed Oswald did not know that he was part of a conspiracy 
but was used as a patsy and made to seem responsible. Weisberg 
claimed the persons who were responsible for the assassination 
of President Kennedy were members of the^CIA, Military 
Industrial Complex.** 

Weisberg claimed the Warren Commission, according 
to its ov/n findings, proved beyond doubt that the act of the 
assassination was beyond the capacity of any one man, therefore, 
the assassination was a conspiracy. 

Weisberg attempted to tie in the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy with the assassination of President 
Kennedy and when he was asked why this was so, he said that 
Bobby had to be killed so that those who killed President 
Kennedy could get away with it. He stated that if Bobby 
Kennedy became President, he would have had to look into the 
assassination since he was such an effective spokesman against 
the present Vietnam policy, that if he had to be killed "any- 
way", the sooner it was done, the less harm he (Bobby) could 
do to the'*CIA, Military Industrial Complex." Weisberg also 
attempted to establish that there v;as a close parallel between 
Lee Harvey Oswald and Sirhan Sirhan. He also mentioned that he 
I had been in ^contact with James Garrison of New Orleans and thinks 
I that Garrison is right in his theory of the assassination. 

Weisberg mentioned that President Johnson, who was 
both a "beneficiary and victim" of the assassination of 
President Kennedy, knew that he could not make the former 
Attorney General (Robert F. Kennedy) responsible for the 

_ 2 - 

CONTINUED - OVER 



Re: ASSASSINATION OF PPJCSIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

I investigation of the assassination, therefore, he appointed 
j ”J. Edgar Hoover”® He also mentioned that in connection v;ith 
the alleged conspiracy the FBI, Secret Service, and two police 
departments (who were not named) knew about the proposed 
assassination plot® This, of course, is an absolute false- 
hood on the part of We is berg® 

During the course of the broadcast, Vfeisberg, on 
several occasions, mentioned his current address which is 
"Route 8, Fredej'ick, Maryland" indicating that ho had never 
asked for any solicitations, however, he would gladly accept 
any "help"® Weisberg mentioned the difficulty he has experienced 
in getting his books published and in this respect, criticized 
the press and news media severely® He said of the Washington 
Post that the editor had ordered that his books not be reviewed® 
He felt that it was the function of the press to bring his 
views to light and therefore this constituted what he called 
1 suppression by the press® 

From Weisberg *s own comments, it is obvious that he 
'has been having difficulty getting his books published which 
we know are vitriolic and diabolical criticism of the V/arren 
Commission, the FBI, Secret Service, police agencies, and 
other branches of the United States Government® He continues 
his falsehoods, inaccuracies, and slanting of the facts to 
^ satisfy his own purpose® Weisberg's complete background, 
including information concerning his attacks against the 
Warren Commission, the FBI, and other Government agencies 
has previously been furnished to the White House and the 
Attorney General® 
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'• -V CJ) News /nedia' 'dated '''November -IS,;.; 1967j'- reported that ' 

^ Weisb'erg is, writing 'a series of ■:- seven ' books- attacking, 

tarren Kommission Report. . Weisberg.V®. latest book 
[,v reported ly is entitled "Oswald' la Net? Orleans: .Case' for 

p=;v‘v- Conspiracy With th^^^ > 
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' • For your ''information, ' Harold; '.Wei sberg has ' t=:- 

jil’./ received considerable publicity in the^.past in- conaectioa - 
with his book "Whitewash-The Report of the Warren Report,** 

This boc& is a. vitricslic and diabolical criticisia of th& . 
j;--..s Warren Cosasaissioa, the FBI, the Secret Service,, several''^'-. ' 

.8 other United States Governiaent agencies and the Dallas, S 5 ^ ' :\. 

- ,v; .Tei'cas, Police Departsaent," /.It contains iaaccuracies,' 

htv- falsehoods and delibe-rat© 'slanting of ..f acts to fit Wei sberg*fe.l| 

T.//v:'lPW 2 rpose.- .. 

A check of , Cur files disclosed , 'Welsberg' was one 
/ - v/.of.ten employees fired -summarily by the.' State Departnient 
during 1S47 because; of 'suspicion of .belng. a coffiawaaiiat or' 
having commnist sy©pathies» Wei sberg\was";al lowed to •'. 
resign without, prejudice. ..biit.: wa,s'-not restored to his .former 
/position,. ;/j ' 

.’-• . . • • • ■ •.'■...; •' '.'- '■•■ ■ ■ ' ■•■■-' - -*• •.'■ : .•' 

■ Our' files clso discloso that.. Welsberg has-'-'been, 
contact with -®wi©t'. off iciais in this .Coisiatry as^ has 
■ entertained these officials at Ills, farm : at Hyattstown,; 

'-where Wei sberg raise S' 'Obi ckens, - ■’'...'- 

' . .nV'-i'lCt - -' (U) 

-r.H*' ^ L‘A\‘r’Kyil ■ > ■ ■ - ■ , 'J. • .. 
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and was disciiarged for perraittiisg certaiss iaformatloa to leak 
to th© presso The gstat© Pepartmoat report sets forth that 
Soaatcr h& Follett© ©tated that Wsisberg had been dismissed 
for a breach of trust invol'e'log the release of coafideKtisl 
iriformatioa to th®' press, aad that- Sesator La Follett© was 
quite oertsiia the aawspaper involved w'as th© *’Paily Worker, •” ' 
the east coast commuaist daily newspaper, 

Juccording ' to hews 'media dated Hovesaber 15, 1907, 
Weisberg, ia his ourreat book “Oswald in lew ©rleaass Case 
for Oohspiracy With tho C|A,“\ makes a iimaber of allegatioas 
coacerning the Fllo : A coscls© summary of such allegatioas 
aloag with the true fact® of the matter is set forth 
below for your iaformatioa*. :\v 

^ S^alsberg claims that I I 

J visited the Oswald spartEioat ia Dallas 

prior to the assassiaatioa of President lemedy and ■ acted . 
writiugrs Of Iter 1 Maria: in the apartmeat* WeisbOrg claims 

I phoaad the FBI at such time sad was told 
■ that Os wald was.sll right. Wei sberg*®. allegation® are cosaplel 
false,, I 


and test 


}©fore th® Warroa .GcasmissiOBo 2a her testi^ny^ 


she stated she aoted a bools by ICari liars ia Oswald*©' 
apartmeat. Bha did aot ° cla im this lafor aiatioa wa© called to 
the attention of t.hg» FBI hv I L Wct •! ii^tg» y 7 yip>tqQd‘ ■- 

foXIowiag. 

' the, asssssiaatiOB Of : Fresicieat seaaedy sad neither mad® 

©ay refershc© to ©ay previous contact with th© FBI. A chock 
of our files disclosed ao information that there was such ' 
a contact. ... 


.■ . . Wei. ©berg cloims that the fSt withheld data, from 
th© Warren .©omsissiosa indicating- ihsy Banister, a former FBI' 
Agent, v/'as activ© in, anti'^Castro .&ban matter© and shared' 
a fouilding where © Rostral Intelligence Agency i€‘:2A) anti« ■■ 
.Castro Ca.ban group whs located. Wei ©berg alleged Oswald 
had connection with this anti-Gastro Cuban group. H© alep;" 
alleged th© FBI misrepresented Baai.ster’s address to the •■ ' 
Warren Gommissioa and that the FBI neglected to inform th©. .- 
Warren .Commission ■ of ; Banister*© background. „ -.'t- 






• . ■' ■• '■ 'i” 

. %■ • ’ i ' . f; . :! ;r 






'h© 'Jit tor n®y ■Verier aS. ’ : 




:■ '.■■■ .' S^ox’iag --O w •■• 4 qv© sti gatl on of ths assassiaaticaj ' w© ■'. 

.«5®v©ioi>ed;;tso:iafori|iatioa. X,ae Harvey Ost?aid -hadv 

' say:.'©oaa®cti'oa-%ltM S-yy Baaiete-r o^ v^lth any ■ knti~CaEtro 
Cnlaaa groisp iGsated ■ ■ tlis bnil-xlng where Banister's office , , 

was ' located . , Wsi cSeterained that an anti-Castro Cuban group ,';. 
had been- ia '.tbi© .building in 1S6X-62. but bad loft this ‘ 
buildiag.s05setiia@-.ia..l962^ atost one year before Lse Harvey'. 
OEnmld arrived in lfe\?^0rlasn^^ in April, 1963. ■' Bucb data ■■ ■ '/ 
.WES'.fiiraisbed 'to Ooataissloa,- ; 

"t- v, ■'■•. . '.y'^' Furtlm'ttstr© s'.' tills', to did ncit nisreprosent ■ '■■■;" '/ 

Ba.s3ist®r*s' address ..to snyoa©.' .Banister.’s office address. 


was 531 liSfayatt® Street,. .lew,, Orleans, Louisiana. . It ■ bo 
.I iappeiied -that this wai3 a corner building and there were ''"'■. .. 
entrances 'to ,tba,,. bill Xding on 'Lafayett© Street and on ' ■ . ; ' . p : 
Casjp Street, Tine. 'latter entrance carried the address of V' J 
344 Camp' 'Street* .- ''f bis. 'was tliQ' address used by the aati« ’"/• 

Castro Cuban group tSiat 'occupied space in this building in 1961-t62, 
Ve found ■ so indication 'Mr. .Banister ever knew Lee Harvey 
Oswald', &nd,'.coi&8e<3iueutly ..there ■ was .no reason for us to furnish , 




the Warrea :CmMissioa: with' baclEground data I'egarding Banister 
,Wo ,'did 'interview, l^letei* ,-'^ovetaber 26 , 1863 , concerning the'- 
: aatl-€astro . Cubaa, gimp that occupied space in this building,, 

'id.uring i 9 Ql~ 62 .« ,,S©suXt©"Ol :. our .intervisw with Banister were ‘''',.''i' x; 

...'.■ '■ ' v-' ^ 

,'y;.'''^''vV'''^;'. If© isberg 'i^^^^ that .an uanaiacd witness -tried • 

' 'to' tell''' ® ':ferren ©ptoais^lba counsel that the, WBt was Involved >j - . •! 
. in ■ anti~dastro 'l»absn grou^^ Orleans bat that, this IJ-i.:. 

'..witness' was,' t&epJthrea.tenecl' by .-tile 'F 3 I. It Is not known 'to ■■ 

■■'.whom We'iEberg is referring' , as 'this .unnaaed '■witness, "'Sh® 

.'.allegat.ioa 'J's' absolutely, -false. This Bureau threatened 
'■'uo.,''¥;itness during'.:'thd',-''''Cm're©.:'of 'o,ur-...imi'estigati^^ -th© . '• 
assassination.-;;' ^ 

' '■■■r'- 'fei.sberg.'''f?ji^ the FBI. doctored , 

■ a -'-picture' depleting 'the,; 'siv.tli floor window of. th®, Te»:as ^ yi;-.’! 

school Book Beix?sitory. building where Oswald was • allegedly ’.|w -J 

■ standing -at. t'ho timO of . the assassinatiou, - _ Wei sberg /■";,; ,Vy , 

clai'Kied th© .FBI e.Iiminated more than SO percent <>t 

''picture /and ,;. that- Edgar Hoover know this 'suppresBed: 

' picture Showed 'the , j^'esidential; motorcade directly in •-•jftont 'V 

COflmga^ ' './'■J' 

' ■ ■■ ' 'z; XX 








V ji/-, jC;,r Y';. 


Attorney ' Gmiermt : '!': ''''^qIh 




'■( ) 







Te^as:'BclsooX;rBoo& Bspcssitory » It ' is not ' . ■ ' 

%tet pivOtiK'e '.Woisberg is referring* Ths FB'I 
.:f V £ilm®v- te coaduetsd esI^.axjf3tive'"tnvestigatioa^ ;' , 

-' ia\.ea- ef fort ' to . anyone' posBOseed fila depicting ... 

Tesss 'Scliool BoQk ,l>3pository building siKtii floor 
wlisr© Os'waXcl- xt/as stats. 0 a. 3 d vAi&n tino fresicientiai ■ 

' aotcrcade' ijr .f building. ?/o wore 

-;. nasucceesfai S.b oiir’; efforts to S:ind sucb"photograph and 
'. itf:.appe^rs jtlvat; no one. possesses such, a photograph. Wo didj 
■■ ci.- colored-,.' locate ,, and interviei?, iadividusls ',vho did see ,■ , ■ 
:^.L3©- Harvesp - Oswald and/or ;. the as riflo ia .the ■ . 

■■-'windeviv in c|uestion.. the isreeideatial laotorcade . 

' passed this’ ^ 








.''b.'::';.-;"'The';':ah6v©:-;^ for your informatioia 

-;;...■ .in .,t!:d. s’ taatt©^^ ^ ■■. ■ . - .'■ '. .' ■.■' ■ ' 

■i-w;'.'g‘h©'':Seputy.';l.ttorn^ .■' -■■ . . ■. • .■ ■ 

1 'Carl;' Bardl’ey ■' ;t:' ' 

/.j .'•■;• ■.'y.-l'b' ■ ilotls3g\ Assistant '’'Attorney' Oenoral 


. : ;.i ■ i'lr 6 Fred "' M'» '. ■' 


/'-Assistant Attorney general 

/■ ^ ’■ *“■ 4 ';' ■ ^iter -ireAgioy- .' ■ [ 

Attorney G'enera.1 




■.A" '•; 


■"■■\;.'f;;"; Data';’' set'’ forth -herein /was ' 'previously sunuaarised in , 
''tBemorandna- ,■; ¥.' A.'--;Braaigan. to vl!^ C, Sullivan dated ;' ■ ■" 
''■il/16/67,:l''/’.The'-.^^^^^^ /instructed : that 'this information should'^ 

be'/,;^inmished^ t® the, Attorney/.,Geaeral..'‘- ." . . ' , 







UNI TED STATES GOVtTistMENT ^ 




Memorandum 


Mr. DeLoachx^K 




September 22, 1968 


JM' 


A. Rosenv 


suHji-CT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 

A -I 


Ij^‘^ 


■- C'-< '■*,'*■' 1 


iO' v ^ ' '* 


Ir. Raupacf 


1 - Mr. Bishop 


( ^ 1 - Mr. Sullivan 


On ^nday, 9-22-68, Radio Station WAVA held a program- ^ 
featuring Harol(^Veisberg w ho has recently completed a fifth book con- ]jM 


cerning captioned matter. Mr. Weisberg charges the Warren Commission 
with "deliberately whitewashing" investigation of assassination and the 
FBI, Secret Service and Central Intelligence Agency cooperated with the 
Commission. 


The program was on WAVA from 2:00 p. m. to 4:00 p. m. on 
their show called "Sunday Dialogue. " A tape recording was made of the 
pertinent portions of the broadcast for possible future use by the Bureau. 


ACTION: For information. 


JEH:erge.vti 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bisho^^4K 
G. E. MalHifeld%7^ 

a 1 
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G. E. MalHifeldt^i^ 

a 1 

HAROLD WEISBERG 
COQ D’OR PRESS 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


To Ison 

*DeLoach 

f' Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

V Callahan 

Conrad 

; Sl^ 

^ Rosen ■ 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


This is to recommend no acknowledgment of a letter 


March 24th from 


Wltptl^jted individual wherein he is requesting information regarding the James Earl Ray 
rlltse Iw his forthcoming book. Weisberg has been critical of Bureau in past. 


I”- By letter dated March 24th, captioned individual requested that he be < 

furnished information, including photographs, on the James Earl Ray case for a book 1 

^tegarding Ray he is preparing and asked to be afforded same courtesy we extended Clay 
yBlair, Jr. , regarding his book, "The Strange Oase of James Earl Ray. " On March 12,1/ | 

Weisberg wrote Attorney ^neral Mitchell and ma.de allegations against Bureau |L — ^ 
^J^ents that they were slandering him because of his alleged influence on New Orleans Dls- j 
p^|ct Attorney Jim Garrison. He requested an explanation from Mr. Mitchell regarding 
plhis. By letter dated 3/26/69, the Department acknowle(%ed Weisberg ’s letter and denied | 
^'allegations. Letter pointed out that from Weisberg’s previous correspondence regarding 
pfce Warren Commission that it is plain any further exchange of correspondence between him 
. and the Department of Justice will serve no useful purpose. Bufiles disclose Weisberg is 
aeithor of several books, the fir^t of which was entitled "Whitewash - The Report of the ^ 
llWanren Report" and has in past been Critical of the Warren Commission, the FBI, Secret^! 

; Service, police agencies and other branches of Government. He was one of ten employees'll 
^ired by State Department during 1947; because of suspicion of being a comnmnist or having^ i 
t communist s^j^athies. In 1961 he and his wife were subject of a Federal Tort Claims 
investigal^ for damages allegediy sufetained in poultry business as a result of low 

lieepters. We di^^n^t cooperate witti Ctey^Blairi, Jr . , in connection with prep- ; 
u^altfh of his book but we did look over his rough manuscript and several major dis- i | 
^repjmcies regarding us were pointed out to him. t 

t mEc 101 [ 00 ^ ^ 

In view of Weisberg’s background and his baseless allegations tow^*d 
|.®i3.reau Agents, it is not felt his letter of March 24th or any subsequent correspondence ■ 
lIShouMbe acknowledged as it will only encourage further letters frOm him. . 


rR^@MMENDATION : That this letter of March 24th not be acknowledge cLf or reasons 
(*^&lore,set forth. / .U-Miami I'’’"™ i , 


Mr. De Loach 


^ bishop - Enclosures (3^ 

V FMG:cac (4) ~ ?< V 

; KOjypin’eigBft 
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B: Harold Weisberg 


Coq d’Or Press 
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ROUTE 8 , FREDERICK, MD. it9«f 

^ Mr. Conra-’ 
Mr. Fel 
Mr. Gal 
Mr. Rose' 

Mr. Sullivi 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter — 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes- 


ivlarch. 24, 1969 



:.'r. J. Sdgar Hoover, l^irector 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
■.sashing ton, D. C. 

Dear I,;r, Ho :ver, 

in his just published bock, "The Strange Case of James Harl Ray", 
Clay Blair, Jr., expresses his gratitude for the information and assistance 
given him by your burean., . . . , 


Miss Gandy- 


be 


I have written a bock including the’oRay case, and I would like to 
ble to include any information that might be missing. 


Therefore, I write to ask for what has been given Hr. 
other writers and any other data you might properly give me. 


Blair and perhapifi 


Now that there has been a court proceeding, 1 hope some of what might 
earlier have been considered secret is no longer. 1 am particularly interested 
in that evidence that establishes or- tends to establish that Hay was the 
assassin, such things as the ballistics proof. Becaiise there are so many 
contrary indications, I would also appreciate proof fast he harbored racial 
animsities. And with the existing indications of the involvement of more thar 
oneXperson, for example, evidences that while Ray was in California someone 
acting for him was in Alahama, I would particularly like to know what persuaded 
your'bureay that he was entirely alone. Ray and members of his family say he 
was n6t alone, as interpret their statements. 

Your bureau has also released some pictures. I would appreciate copies. 
Possibly you h&ve pictures you may not properly give me, those taken by photo- 
graphers at the scene of the crimes. I would like references to those taken as 
close as possible to t'ne moment of the crime and at its scene. 

My purpose in seeking this information is to make my work as complete 
and accurate as possible. Because vtiat was earlier available persuades that Ray 
was not alone and probably was not the assassin, I am quite anxious to have all 
the available proofs fast there was no conspiracyaad that he was the assassin. 


Thank you for any help you may provide 

\C0 
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Sincerely yours. 


Harold ' eisberg 
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Hr* ^HagoM HUlsberg 


Mri filohr I 

— — I 

Mr. Coi&per I 

Mr. Cali^bajJ | 

Hr. Conrad — J 
Mr. Felt — 

G 

Mr. TatMa 

Mr. Trotter 

S Tde. Eoom... 

Miss Holm eft 
Miss Gam^ i-**- 


Bo^ 8 

Fredwriok. Manrlanidl ] 

Dear Mr* Sslabergs ^ 

Attom«!F General MitehelX has referred tout recent 
letters relating to the *¥azren Oomiiiseloa" to me for ocmeldera- 
tion and reply* From thOM l^tera and preeious eorreepondmoe I 
it is plain that forthw ^qPiia|>|e^'df eorrespoadence between your- 
e»3r the Departaent of Justice on this matter will serve no \ 
useful pozpose* Xou are» of ooureot weleci^ tcf^mmunleate yourV 
views to us and thejr will receive das ct^^ere^oa* d 



^ is unfortunate that the ehange -in A(Mnistratian has 
not and Sparmtl^r vdU not make you oertaln thfit the element of 
politieeKpaym an role in the inve8tig&t|j^ of the assaeelnation 
of Fesel^t ISpaned^ or the lOrmuIaticm ^ the l^delinee for 
gg I rel^^ W of information on the mat^r in Government 

^ files* ourS^ew^ the subetantial correc^eslP^f the 
^ OomidAeiatt*e fiUport remains uning>each6d by ai^ recent devdop- 
^^ijasnta* fimre no rmekson to brieve that further investigation 
h! ^ul^sa^iP to elifidinate the doubts you and others have voiced, 

0 and,-whij^ we do explore possildLe new information which comes to 
your ^tention, we see no basis for reopening the primary inveeti- 
!M «atJ^* we do ai^reciate the sincerity of 3 rour offer of 
i-" assiS^ce to ue* UEC-D BI2H0b 

Ae to your alle^t^ lhat ag^&pf Ah^Federal l^ireau 
%j|of Investigatixm h^ edLai^|fdu|o^ K^s^uld 
f Ineeessary to l^om aw that suifi OToduet would be ^ eosplete 
# ldl^g^udiiq^j|B|^|r^ and Bureau polity* We have sent a 


^iPw ofjsour iet«erojbp«toe Director ofSlihe^aw^UH 


sr^Mi 



f)!«s 




Director, Federe.1 Investigation 

JMmm 
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c.<r , >i' 
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With r— yet to tho adotlealcm ot porjuiy cm tho pert of 

I we ere, ea you aaralaed, well ewere of derelopaienta 
in that regard. Aa the natter Involvea a poaaible erlnlnal 
proaeeutlm you een ^>preeiete, 1 an aure, that cowwient fay ua to 
you at thia tine would fae inappropriate. Hewever, in your 
evaluation of Federal action or inaction on thie eubject you 
should oonaider the feet that subatantially the aaae nlaoenduct, 
though before another forua, la eummtly under conaideration 
in the eourta of ^e State of Xoulaiana* Ihla raieee two factors 
for eonsideratlon* First, whether Federal action would anount 
to intervention in the State proceedings, and seooiid, idiether 
Biaeenduet relating eubatantially to the esae aote of an indivi- 
dual should be nade the eubjeet of suecesalve atate and Federal 
preaeeutions. 

Ho doubt you intand to pursue your inquiriee into the 
aesaseination. Hopefully, the release of additional Materials 
in ths filss, as ths passags of tins or othsr svents asks it 
possibls, will ssrve to answsr smm of yeur qussticms. Again, 

Bay I say, ws will wSlooBe rsesipt of your views from tiae to 
tlae, for, though our views wi ths asmis aay diffsr, ws sssk 
as you do to osrv# the best intmrests of the Hation on this 
gravs subjset. 

Sinesrsly, 

WILL WILSOM 

Aaaistant Attomsy General 
Criainal Division 


Qyt 


Chisf, Gensral Crimss Ssotion 
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March 12, 1969 


Ij. John N. Mitchell 

Attorney General of the United States 

Department of Justice ' ’ 

Yiashington, D.C, 

Dear Hr. laithhell, 

' I 

It has teen ten days sipce I wrote you, months since the promised 
word from the previous Deputy Attorney General has not arrived. A strange Icind 
of anyswer has heen reported to me, 

I have been informed that teams of FBI agents are going around telling 
people, some of whom have never met, that ! am a dan^ rous person, in some 
unspecified way under ”C6mo.unist" Influence. This same alleged "Communist" in- 
fluence I am alleged to have exerted on New Orleans District Attorney Jim Gar- 
rison, end it is further eL leged that v/ithout it he would not have engaged in 
his prosecution of Clay Shaw. 

I All of this, of course, is Quite false. I await your assurance that 

I have beon misinformed, that your, agents are engaged in nothing as entirely 
improper as this. 

( The coincidence between this report and some of my critical writing 

I about the FBI is so remarkable I cannot ignore It, 


6 

\o 



If you do not and cannot assure me that the FBI has not done this, 
is not going me, then I certainly do want an explanation of 

why, for whet proper "purpose^ with what legal euthority. There once was a 
First Ammendmen-U^im ■fce institution. It should prohibit any federal interference 
with the rights ana onlig§'t'lons of writers. 

oQH. 4'- -iV^”tfci^'^-^6^r’Mfe'|)artment is investigating Garrison and I am 
incidental to that? Should this he the case, then I am no less interested in 
explanation of its /purpose, its legal authority. 

May I add that the recent trial in *'*ew Orleans confr onts you with a 
challe nge to your integrity and that of your department? In it, I I 

I [ swore that he had perjured himself before the Vt'amen Commission. I submit 

that if your department tolerates this, with all the observers you hod at the trial 
to take note of it, you have feilpd in your obligations and have begin a policy 
tjiat Yd.ll end with a record you v;ill, at best, find uncomfortable, difficult to 
live with end at worst vd.ll be an intolerable self-defama' 

Bincerefy 

APR 0 tiii 
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Wihmn PAUL czmmK 

IB -» E 


SEC^l^i 


6 / 13 / 6 S 


1 - Mr» Phillips 
1 «• Mr® McWilliains 

iiiil"llMllllM^^ 


Ab recent iaforiaatic-n received concernipg the 
subject ladicatec that b© is not only a dedicated communist 
resident of last Germany but is, in all probability, an 
agent of tho Soviet Intelligence Services, the iolloT/ing 
background on him is set forth: 







This background, 7 ;hile not tbo total of all 
background eoataiaed in Bureau files on him, Is recorded / \ 
for the assistance of those offices who have individuals 
in their field territory who have been in corre-spondesco 
with hiia during past years# 

A copy of this cdamuKicaticn is being dasignatod 
for tho field office and Bureau case files on those indiv-ldiials 
who wore in coatact with him and who are already BxibjeetB I 

of case fiieso On the two individuals v&o are not curreiitly I 
Bubjects of caB 0 files, leads are being set forth at the cud ' 
of this ccniiaunicatioa# A copy of this cc-naunication is being 
fiirirlshed Legat, Boiidcn, for its Infortmtion only, and : 1 s 
not to ha disseminated# 

1 - Bev? York 1 - 

X *• Hew York I 1 - 

I «■ Hew Yo??k ( 105 -G 3 S 10 ) (Heym) 1 -| 

1 - Hew Yox‘k Cl 00 ^ 25907 ) {Jerome) 1 - I 05 - 12423»3 (Heym) 




1 - Mew York 
1 » How York- 
I » Hew York 
1 •' Haw York 

1 Hew York 

2 •“ E'iJ!fai£i 


--iX} 

^ \ 


2 Ealtimoxo „ /I dll ^ 

1 -(Karold 

2 - C hicap-O Exempt iromXU^^JSgfegot y 

1 » \ 

2 «• San Francisco 

I ~ | ~|) > I.M:as (38) 

Lcuidon (65-XS4C?) 3Sy ^ 3^ 

l3W^>y'_. . „ ' ^nttoDiPATr vr 


1 - I05-12423»3 (Hsyni} 
1 - 100^64108 
I - 
1 - 

1 - tI 

f ~ lOOl ^ 

- 100 
- 105 
^i4;^05 
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1 - Forei"^ Liaison Unit 
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Ie aa interview 'with reporters of “The Saaday Tisnss’' 
in London, England, which interview was published in that 
paper on 4/27/69, Laurence •^/as rcjported as stating the 
following: 

His best friend in Dachau was a man called 
Waiter Czoilek, 27 years later, in September, 1963, 

Laurence went to see his friend, Czoilek, now a leading 
last German publisher in last Berlin* He found hira married 
to a much younger woman v?ho was a -fanatical communist* 

Czoilek was ambitious to be given the East Crennan rights to 
publish Soviet fiction, Czoilek asked Laurence if he would 
agree to meet some Bussians-- he called them, with a note oi! 
irony, according to Laurence, “uasere Freunde," our friends^— 
who were auKious to meet him* Laurence agreed. 

During the “Times** interview, Laurence also Kontioned 
'that after he got out of Dachau be went to India, where, 
incidentally, hs later met C.zollek ?/ho was on his way throtigh 
to Sh«\.nghaic 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
Ml IMJmL PAUL C20LL1K 



Bureau files contain the following information 
on subjects 


B altim ore letter dated 4/17/53 captioned I I 
I I Espionage-R; Perjury," Bureau file 100~24623, 

set forth that a summary of information dated 4/15/53 
pertaining to Vi-aitsr Czollek was received on 4/15/53 from 
G-2, Fort Holabird, which contained the following information: 


’'Walter Csollek, born 4/S/07, Berlia-Charlottenbiirg, 
was prior to 1933, a member of the E.PD (Comauaist Pax'ty of 
Germany) Rh and ZdA and EGO trade unions. J>uria.g the Nasi 
regia© h© was politically active for the KPD. He was 
arrested on 3/6/33 and confisiad until 3/20/33. On 7/30/33 
he was again arrested and held until October, 1933, in the 
Coliimbia House Jail. 


On 1/13/34 he was arrested at 23 Sophie Charlotte 
Strasse, Berlin-«Charlotteaburg and confined in the Columbia 
House Jail until 11/1/34 for interrogatiouo Frcm the end of 
January, 1934, until April, 1934, he was confined in the 
Police Hospital because of injuries sustained daring 
interrogationo On lI/i/34 he was tried fey the Second Senate 
of the Supreme Court, Berlin (lamaergericht) on chargee of 
treason and was sentenced to two years' imprisonment. 


. After the expiration of his' prison tern on 2/2/36, 

< subject waB returned for a short time in the Columbia Kouse 
Jail a From the end of February, 1936, to February, 1937, he 
was confined in the Liehtenberg Concentration Camp# From 
February, 1937, imtil Septesiber, 1938, he was held in the 
Recidivist company of the Dachau concentration camp. From 
September, 1938, to 5/23/39 lie was coafixied in the 
Buchenwald concentration camp. 

On June 27, 1939, Czollek emigrated to Shanghai, 
China, where he became a member of the German "Antifa" group ’ 
and of the Chinese Eesistarice Blovement. He returned' to Germany 
on 7/25/47. His mother and sister were persecuted by the 
Nazis and are missing since 1941 and 1942, respectively# 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
Ml WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 


Czollek is employed by the German Trustee 
Administration for the Soviet Zone, Berlia-Mitte* He is 
a member of the OdF, Berlin, OdF Ausweis number 21420* 

It is believed that the subject is identical to 
on© Walter Czoliek who was a member of Communist Cell 216 
in Shanghai, China, in 1939* 

It is also stated that Czollek is now on the staff 
of an organization concerned with requisitioning all 
property in the Soviet section of Berlin* This is roughly 
similar to the duties to which subject is assigned* 

Tae present (4/49) address of subject is 
IS Kem^selweg, Bsrlin-Prenzlauer Berg* He is of German 
nationality and is unmari'ied* 

Waiter Czoilsk is listed in a summary of information 
dated 4/26/43 captioned ’’Comsiunist Organizations in Shanghai 
li'fasquerading As Desiocratic Organiaatioxis*” This summary states 
that Czollek was Sooretai^y of the Residents Association of 
Bemocratic Germans in Shanghai* This organization was started 
on 11/1/45* It had about 1,500 members throughout Shanghai 
at that timec. Eight per cent of the group were communist and 
the remainder, while not known as communists, had leftist 
leanings*'* ^ 

The above summary of information received on 4/15/53 i \ 

frcia G*»2 advised that a SS CIC Detachment report dated 4/49 ^ 

conta,ins substantially the same data regarding' subject as outlined 
above c 

The follo wing was set for th in Los Angeles report \ ) 
dated 4/2/53 in the I lease file* ^ 


dated 4/2/53 in the 
On 4/2/53 


I during iaterviev; 


advisee 


Rs fo.!Uiowangit 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
RSJ WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 


Both stated that they emigrated fre-m Germany to 
Shanghai, China, in 1939 1 that px'ior to 1939 they had 
endeavored to enter the United StP,tes bnt because of a i j 

long waiting list they decided t© go to China and endeavor \i 

to enter the United States through visas obtaixied in China» 

As they were unable to imed lately obtain such visas in 
Shanghai, they were forced to remain there during the war* 

Ik the Spring of 1947, they, obtainecV emigration visas and 
caaa to the United States® 

[stated that immediately after the 

war he assisted others in organizing s Association of 
German Refugees In Shanghai and dux'lxig the course of these 
activities and later when the Association was organized, 
he met a woman whose last name was Rosenberg and whose A \ 

first name he believed was Gertrude* He met her at the ^ 

office of the American Jewish Joint Distribution ^ 

Committee (AJJDC) in Shanghai where she. was employed as a 
secretary for Mr* Charles A*or M» Jordan who was the head 
of this committee in Shanghai and who had been sexit to 
Shanghai directly after the war from the United States* 

I ~l recalled that Rosenberg lived in a \ 

house with a man named Waiter Czolleck or Czoiiek to whom \J 
she was not married and ?rho was employed as an investigatox' 
for the AJJDC* 

I stated that Rosenberg and Czoileels 
belonged to a sm.all group of pertsons in the Gex-man 'colony 
who w®r© all regarded as being c©ramurd,sts» Heinsius , f i 

stated he cannot definitely state that those persons were \) 
Party members but he said that the German group was 
sufficiently [small so. that the political feelings of most 
of the refugees were known by reputation to others in the 
group* 

He said that Gertrude Rosenberg was a refugee from i 
Germany and he imagined that she came to China in about 1937, I 1 
when most of the Gerraan refugees came there, but he only W 

assumed this* He said that Rosenberg could speal; Chinese and 
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"£y nat after the war CsoIlic£k was espreyod as 4V O 'ii V U kJ 5^ 
for the .x-’adio sta-tion which was controllod by the Brssir.h 
Hows Agency, 'iktos* 'Uo adde d that the b roadcast was in th 
Go.X'iTian ianguag© and that he I I bslieved that an 

i.ndlvidtial naiiod Joha-rmos Iloaeig wrote tbo script for the 
broadcasts i^'iacle f^y CsoliO£l'r« Eogarding Koneig, Hainsius 
stated hs was a,n old Go.'D£ir?..a ecramwalst wh..o r.-as not a Jew a 
who came to China, as a Gortfan political refugee before 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
RE; WALTER PAUL CZOLLSK 


I _| also recall*^ that another member of 

this small group to whieh Gertrude Rosenberg and Csoileck 
belonged was a Professor Richard Paulick, the most ~ 
prominent one of these individuals who was'^non-J ©wish and 
a political refuge® from Germany g Since th© war he 
returned to East Berlin whore he is one of the top —ranking 
a.rcMtecfcs and is curre ntly engag ed in rebuilding the 
Opera House in Bsriino | 1 advised he was first a 

introduced to Ca:-ollec k in the ho me of Professor Richard \ ) 


Paulick j that when he I I was organising the Association 

of German Refugees he wanted the names of prominent people 
as sponsors and he obtained the signatures of Professor 
Richard P aulick, Johannes Koneig and also of Walter Caolle^So 

stated he did not know at the time that they were”” 

communistSo 


I I advised that he believed Gerhard 

Goreschter, who is presently in New York, would be able 
to furnish additional information concernirsg Vialter Czollo^ke. 

The following information is set forth on those . \ 

individuals who have been known to be in contact with the V-x 
subject s 

National Co mmittee «, B ureau file 100-»28831. New York file {11} 

100~32826» I [ who wrote to the subject on S/26/66 

is President of the International Pablishers Company 
Incorporated and is on the Security Index® 

I aka SM~C. Bureau file 100-11062, jK 
New York file iOO-oiSOSw [ \?ho wrote to subject 

7/21/62 is a writer and is on the Security Index. 

I ~l alis, SM-C . Bureau file 100-193162, 

Sa.n Francisco file 100-189S7. I I who wrote to subject on 

1/26/62, some time in 1963, 3/11/65, 6/5/65, 6/14/66 and XV' 

3/25/68 is an author and a, book reviewer for the "Peoples Worlds," 
Bessie frequently writes to other people in East Germany and 
is on the Security ladex® 
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Memorandum 

9t 

Mr. DeLoach^ 

A. RoJ^^^/ 


OBJECT: MURKIN 


DATE: October 20, 1969 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Malley I 

1 - Mr. McGowan 

1 - Mr. McDonough 

1 - Mr. Bishop ' — 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 




Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 




This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The Internal Security Division Department has 

advised that pursuant to his request , Harolo 'Weisberg . a free- 
lance writer who resides in Frederick, Maryland, was interviewed 
by a Department attorney 10-8-69. During the course of the 
interview Weisberg 
telephone call from 





I Weisberg said the testimony presumably 
would be furnished in a habeas corpus proceeding. 

( This is obviously an attempt by Weisberg and 
to discredit the Bureau with such unwarranted, scurrilous 
allegations. 

I Weisberg is apparently identical with Harold V/eisberg 

an individual who has been most critical of the Bureau in the 
past. He is the author of several books including one entitled, 
’’Whitewash - The Report of the Warren Report” and has been 
I critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police agencies ,and other 
.branches of Government. He was one of ten employees fired by the 
istate Department during 1947 because of his loyalty being 
'suspected. He was later allowed to resign. (This is public 
.source data, article in "Washington Post" 11-18-47. J Weisberg 
by letter in April, 1969, requested information on the King 
murder case for a forthcoming book. It was approved that his 
letter not be acknowledged. (100-35138) 




Rosgn to DeLoach Memo 
‘RE: MURKIN 


notorious segregationist who continually attacks the Bureau and 
the Director. On the basis of the information furnished, the two 
alleged former infoinnants referred to cannot be identified in 
Bureau files. 


ACTION: 

1. In view of t he natur e of the information and the 
background on Weisberg and | l it is not felt that they 

should be interviewed regarding this matter. 



3. The Memphis Office is being instructed to advise 
responsible Tennessee state authorities handling the King murder 
case of the information furnished by the Department and that there 
is no basis to the allegation that the FBI offer^ed money to 
anyone to frame James Earl Ray for the King murder. Information 
furnished Tennessee state authorities will be confirmed in wi'iting 
by the Memphis Office. Airtel along these lines attached for 

approval. Letter to Department attached for approval denying 
allegation against FBI. 
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J* VhikXtmc YMtgXoy 
Acsj.st*nt Attorn«y Q«neral 
In-tert^ Soouri^y Division 


On Juno 13# 1969 Harold Waisberg# a fr«»»Xanc« writer 
who resides at Route 8# FredericSc# Maryland# requested an 
interview with a DepartitNmtal attorney* 

Later the same day he visited this Division and discussed 
oertaln Haitian exile revolutionary activities* He again 
visited this Sivielon on October 8* 1969 and continued his 
diseussion of Haitian eacile activities* The information he 
furaisbed regarding those activltlee was of no value* 

During the oouree of the interview cm October 8# 1969, 

Mr* Weistamrcf advised that he had reomtlv received a telephone 


This information is being forwarded as a mattar of possible 
interest to your bureau* 


‘V>l 


/! 


Ioo-3jI33^ 


t-r Rv. 


m OCT 


30 1969 


NOV? (969 
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iieristj^ \TJ^it DIVISION 
4/S8/70 

/ Narold Weisberg is an author who has been 
critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police 
agencies, and other branches of govenaent* 

Be was one of 10 employees fired by State 
Department during 1947 because loyalty sus- 
pected. Be was later allowed to resign. 
Department is aware of his bacl^round* 

Attached latter from Civil Division advises 
that Veisberg has filed action demanding 
copies' of papers employed in extradition of 
James lari Ray, murderer of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Papers include affidavits from IBI 
personnel relating ^o fingerprints, ballistic 
and document examinations, aiiBesther aspects 
of investigation. If approved. Civil 
Division will be advised that we interpose 
no objection, but suggest matter be referred 
to Civil Rights Division since Federal 
process is still outstanding on Ray on the 
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Memorandum 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




TO 


FROM 


Jfr. J. BJgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

William D. Buckelshaus 

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

Q 


date: 


APR 2 7 1970 


WDR tDJAnderson tpaf 

145-12-11|03 




M 

Mr?T)f>T .o^h r 

Mr. Waites A. 

Mr.^ 





Mr. Callahan , 

Mr. fconrad 

Mr. 



Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes . 
Miss Gandy _ 


subject: Harold Weisberg v. Ikiited States D^artment of 
Justice and United States Department of State, 

Civil Action No. 718 - 70 . U.S.D.C. D. D.C. 

c"" ./ 

Mr. Weisberg, author of Whitewash I and II, has 
filed the above action demanding copies of all the papers 
which were employed in the extradition of James Earl Ray. 

. These papers were furnished the State Department, flown 

to Bigland, presumably used in the extradition proceedings, 
returned to the State Department, and then transferred to 
the D<^artment of Justice. Includied in the papers are a 
considerable numiber of affidavits of F.B.I. agents covering 
fingerprints, ballistics, etc. A mesilfandum describing the 
matwials being requested is attached. 

Would you kindly advise whether the release of these 
documents would in any way prejudice the work of the F.B.I. 
and whether in yotir judgment their production should be 
resisted. 

Your prompt attention to this matter will J^e appreciat4d< 
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"■■ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Memorandum 


Mr. Carl Eardley 

Deputy Assistant Attorney GeneraOL 
Civil Division 

David J. Anderson 

^ Attorney, CSeneral Litigation Section 
T\ Civil Division 


date: April 2k, 1970 

DJAnderson:sf 

i45-12-i403 


subject: Harold Welsberg v. United States Department of 
Justice and United States Department of State, 
Civil Action No. 718-70 (U.S>D»C. D. D,C«) 


Pursxxant to your request, there follows a brief 
description of each of the documents which is reasonably 
comprehended by the complaint in the above suit. I have 
tried to break them down into categories with respect 
to: I, Material Submitted by the States of Tennetsee 

and Missouri; II. Material Prom Private Persons Accumu- 
lated by the Department of Justice; and III. Material 
Prepared by the Department of Justice for the Signature 
of FBI Personnel. 

I. Material Submitted by the States 
of Tennessee and Missouri 

A. Application for Requisition for International 
Extradition for James Earl Ray executed by the Governor 
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the Secretary 
of State of the United States. 

B. Petition for Application for Requisition in 
International Extradition of James Earl Ray addressed to 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by Phil M. Ceinale, 
Jr., District Attorney General, l^th Judicial District, 
State of Tennessee (attaching various other documents 
described below). 

C . Affidavit of 

attesting to the cause of death of Martin Luther King and 
attaching autopsy report. 


D. Affidavit of] | with exhibits, 

stating results of sirrvey of area where Martin Luther King 
was killed. . 


/od 
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E. Affidavit of I 


P. Affidavit of I | Memphis 

Police Officer, with exhibits, regarding his on- the- scene 
investigation immediately following the murder and his 
discovery of various physical evidence. 

G. Affidavit of Memphis 

Police Officer, regarding inspection of Ray’s room in 
boarding house and discovery of physical evidence there. 

H. Affidavit oq | Memphis sporting 

goods deeiler, regarding identity of binoculars. 

I. Affidavit of I. MeHQ)his Police 

Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Luther 
King’s body during autopsy. 

J. Copy of Temessee indictment of James Earl Ray 
for merder of Martin Luther King. 


K. Certified copy of death certificate of Martin 
Luther King. 


King. 


L. Certified copy of autopsy report on Martin Luther 


M. Certified copy of sections of Tennessee laws. 

N. Certificate of I J Director of 

the Missouri Department of Corrections, of Missouri feriadL- 
nal record of Ray. 

O. Certificate of I I Missouri Clerk 

of Corut, describing record of conviction euid sentence of 
Ray. 

P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missouri 
Secretary of State, setting forth Missouri statutes. 


Q. Affidavit of I |Director of Missouri 

Department of Corrections, regarding criminal record of Ray 
and certifying that fingerprints and photographs attached to 
his prior certification were those of Ray. 






II. Material Prom Private Persons 
Accumulated by the Department 
of Justice 

A. Affidavit of I I 

Birmingham, Alabama, statiiag he sold weapon to man in 
attached photograph (Ray). 

B. Affidavit of | resident 

of boarding house from which shot was fired, describing 
Ray's activities in boarding house. 

C. Affidavit of friend of King, who 

was also an employee of the Community Relations Service 
of the Justice Department, who was in the next room from 
King, describing shot and discovery of King's body. 

D. Affidavit of hotel clerk, 

regarding hotel registration of Ray in Memphis. 

E. Affidavit of customer in 

Birmingham gun store, identiiying attached photograph of 
Ray as man he saw purchase gun. 

F. Affidavit of I I bartending school 

operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupil 
he had under alias of Eric Stavro Galt. 

G. Affidavit of I 1 Memphis hotel 

clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. 

III. Material Prepared by the Department 
of Justice for the Signat\ire of FBI 
Persohnel 

A. Affidavit of lyndal L. Shaneyfelt, FBI Agent and 
Photographic Expert, comparing photographs of James Earl Ray 
under various aliases and identifying him as the same person. 

B. Affidavit of FBI Agent and 

Fingerprint Expert, conparing fingerprints on murder weapon 
and binoculars with Ray's fingerprints and identifying them 
as the same (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits). 

C. Affidavit of l FBI Agent and 

Ballistics Expert, comparing m^Irder bullet with weapon and 
establishing that bullet came from that or a similar weapon. 



## 


## 
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D. Affidavit of | I FBI Agent in 

Memphis, describing weapons and physical evidence tvirned 
over to him by Mengjhis Police . 

E. Affidavit of FBI Agent in 

Memphis, with exhibits, describing registration card of 

I (Ray) at hotel. 


F. Affidavit of | FBI Agent and 

Handwriting Specisilis'c, with handwriting exhibits, 
identifying sigmtxire on hotel registration card as 
same as documents at baxt ending school. 


G. Affidavit ofL 
naeles, regarding 
_J(Ray). 


I FBI Agent in 

identification of photographs 
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MOTE: Harold Veisberg, an author who has been critical of 

The FBI and other Federal and state authorities, has filed suit 
desandlng copies of certain docusents utilized in the 
extradition of janes Sari Ray, the nurderer of Martin Luther 
King, Jr, These docunents include affidavits fron FBI 
personnel relating to fingerprints, ballistics and docunent 
exaninations, and other aspects of investigation. It is 
not felt that we have any basis to object; however, the deter- 
niaation as to release of this infomation is witln'^the 
Department's province and, since the civil rights process is 
still outstanding, it is being brought to the Civil Division *s 
attention for consideration, X 
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